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Happy Independence Day everyone. I have been out of
town for the last five weeks working on a jobsite in Las
Vegas, New Mexico. There
are 11 in-person meetings
here each week and I make
it regularly to the Highlands
Happy Hour group at noon
on Sundays. At my first
meeting here, I saw the
building and thoughtWOW, this is it! But upon
closer examination, the circle and triangle were the
emblem for the University
which rents the room to
this humble group. What
was even funnier, at least
to me, was that when I
brought it up in the
meeting before the
meeting, none of the
attendees had even noticed.

Central Office Hours
Monday-Friday 10 am – 6 pm

The topic was based on the
Daily Reflection (June 12th Forming True Partnerships)
and the Sixth Step. At that time, I had been experiencing
some defects of character, but I was unaware because I
had yet to make it to a meeting. I had been here 12 days

www.aapinellas.org

Continued on page 6

Tele: (727) 333-7118
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•

Changed Meetings

Southend BBS is changing its time to
Saturday's at 1:45pm as of July 23rd.
The Warehouse Club 2024 Main
Street Dunedin

First Ala-teen – Dr. Bob’s daughter
Sue Smith Galbraith Windows was Dr. Bob and Anne Smith's adopted
daughter. Dr. Bob and Anne brought her home in 1923, although they
already had a son (Robert Jr. “Smitty”) almost the same age. In a 1998
Beacon Journal story, Mrs. Windows said she did not know her father
was an alcoholic until she was 17. She called herself the first Alateen.

New Beginnings Women's Group is
now in-person and on Zoom MWF
10:30 - 11:30 ID:428 349 9285
Passcode is: 772362
Saturday Morning Women's Big Book
meeting now offers childcare &
babysitting to those in need
New Life is now in person only. No
longer online via Zoom

Her first marriage was in the autumn 1935 to Ernie G., A.A. #4. At the
time, Dr. Bob wanted this union, but Ernie could not stay sober and was
a terrible husband. Sue wanted to marry her high school sweetheart but
Dr. Bob thought he would not make a good husband. She ended up
suffering the pain of this marriage for 24 years, and had 2 children with
Ernie. Daughter Bonna Erickson died in 1969 killing herself and her
young child. Sue always felt this was from the pain of growing up in an
alcoholic household. She finally divorced Ernie, and married Ray Windows in 1975. Ray, her first love was a widow at this time.

Sue and her brother, “Smitty”, were eyewitnesses to history. Sue re-

Saturday Night Lives now meets at
9:30pm

membered well Ebby Thatcher, Bill W.’s sponsor and who introduced

St. Pete Group has changed its Sunday 8pm meeting from a speaker
meeting to closed a big book
meeting

Smith’s attic. She experienced many crazy situations in the Smith house-

High Noon Daily Monday meeting
has changed from open speaker to
Drop the Rock

him to spiritual sobriety, relapsing and hiding and drinking in the

hold during the beginnings of AA. As a young girl, Sue gave up her bedroom to drunks who came to stay in the family house at 855 Ardmore
Ave., now a national historic site owned by “Dr. Bob's Home”. The
Smiths always welcomed strangers into the home to care for them and

help them get sober.

With love and service from Leslie B., the archives liaison to the Plain and
•

New Meetings

Straight. A statement about District 1 Archives Committee: Archives
service is more than a custodial activity. It is a means by which we col-

Crescent Lake Women's Group Tues.
6pm Daily Reflection/Literature
1320 5th St. N. St. Pete on the 5th
street side.

lect, preserve and share the rich and meaningful heritage of our fellowship. Visit our dedicated website at www.district1archives.com to learn
more about the Pinellas County Archives Committee.
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Sunday Night Live Speakers meets at
8pm in Dunedin at 2686 Bayshore
Blvd, Dunedin.
Spoke on 6/4. 51 in attendance. Raffled
Big Book, Basket $56.
Greg SD 2/15/18 "This group played a
huge role in my spiritual growth, and
chairing meetings, and I feel like I fit in.
It's a lot harder to get sober, than to
stay sober. Life is fun when you get
sober, and you do the work. We are all
related through the tears, everyone has
been through it."
Sterling SD 4/28/10 "You got to find
that Higher Power, and he'll carry you,
if you ask. I truly believe that God kept
me alive, for the sole purpose to help
other alcoholics, and I plan on doing
this until the day I die. One of my favorite readings is "Why we were chosen. I
am so looking forward to speaking at
A.C.T.S."

301 Group meets at noon and 8pm
daily, and more at 1614 N. Fort Harrison Ave, Clearwater.
Spoke on 6/11. 47 in attendance. Raffled
Big Book, Basket $49.
Andy "My father is celebrating 30 years
of sobriety. Most people with alcoholic
family had horrors. Thanks to the program of AA, and the willingness for my
dad to work the steps. I didn't know
that was a gift. Something to be grateful for. All the guys my dad had in AA
were like uncles to me. I needed to
form a great inventory, and making
amends helped me to release that selfloathing."

Joy SD 10/17/15 "In 2019, I moved to
Florida. I try to stay in the solution, and
design for living."

After Work Bunch at 5:30pm daily,
except Sundays 6:30pm at First Presbyterian Church at 255 5th Ave S.,
Safety Harbor.
ZOOM ID: 745148719
PW: 799210
Spoke on 6/18. 72 in attendance. Raffled
12 & 12, Basket $87.
Donna SD 12/27/08 "If you're going to a
barbershop, you're eventually going to
get a haircut. It's that first drink that
gets you drunk, you can't take that first
sip. It's amazing, no matter anywhere
you go in AA, you get the same feeling
everywhere you go, in these rooms. The
love that you find in here, you will never
find anywhere else."
Terry SD 2/28/89 "Do these 5 things I
did, and still do, to get and stay sober:
Put your boots under your bed at night,
and put your cigarettes in your boots,
say thank you, and wrap it up for the
night. In the morning, get on your knees
and ask God to keep you sober for today, read some literature, and plan a
meeting."

Our Common Problem meets Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7pm at Prince
of Peace Church at 455 Missouri Ave
N, Clearwater.
Spoke on 6/25. 37 in attendance. Raffled
Prayer and Meditation, Basket $42.
Kevin SD 8/1/13 "At 7 months sober, I
skipped a Friday meeting for a pool party, and then grabbed a beer from my
neighbor's fridge. I was out for 18 years.
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This disease kept lying to me like that. At
one year sober, I found Our Common
Problem, and they are fabulous group of
people, and they really help me a lot,
and they can tell when something is
wrong and the ask me 'are you all
right?"
Mike SD 9/15/19 "After leaving the hospital, I was a dry drunk, I thought I didn't
need AA, but I did, cuz I didn't know
anything about emotions. I only knew
anger and fear. I have a great sponsor. I
had to dig deep and dig deeper, and I
had to learn how to handle my shortcomings."
Steve SD 1/4/15 "My sponsor said that
he really didn't think we are working
that well together. I was so afraid to go
two hours without a sponsor. Then I
asked the man that always gives me a
ride, and he said that it would be an
honor and a privilege."
Upcoming Groups Speaking:
7/09 Into Action Group
7/16 Central Group
7/23 Twelve Steps Tranquil Minds
7/30 Wheel of Recovery
8/06 Friday Night Speakers Dry Dock
8/13 OPEN
8/20 Design for Living

Sign up your group
to host a meeting
https://aapinellas.org/intergroup-unitymeeting-sign-up-sheet/
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OUR TRADITIONS – SEVEN
“Every A.A. group ought to be fully self-supporting, declining outside contributions.”
name to related approaches or out-

Spirituality and Money DO Mix

we are all responsible.

Twelfth Step work is the lifeblood of

Download A.A. pamphlet,

lems of money, property, and pres-

Alcoholics Anonymous — carrying

“Where Money & Spirituality

tige – carrying a message that will

Mix”

be believed because it is carried

the message to the next suffering
alcoholic. Without it, the Fellowship

side relationships? I avoid the prob-

with a spirit of poverty and not

would wither and die. Yet, even at

greed.

its simplest level this vital contact
between one alcoholic and another

I seek to be financially self—

involves an investment of time and

supporting, not wealthy. The sev-

money.

enth tradition, completed the seventh step this way: Father I hum-

The paradox of A.A. is that financial

bly ask you to remove my major

independence and the support of

shortcoming, not placing you first

our Fellowship by alcoholics and

life but placing false Gods first,

alcoholics alone not only enhances

including money. Please teach me

A.A.’s importance to each of us, but

to be self-supporting in my rela-

stimulates our engagement in our

tionship with you! “Fear” automati-

own recovery.

cally results when I think I should

While the Fellowship has always

Step-Tradition Parallel

handle any situation in life by my-

faced problems of money, property,

The seventh tradition is linked to

and prestige in one form or another,

my thinking and try to hear his

the sixth tradition just as the sev-

through the wisdom of the Seventh

voice through prayer and medita-

enth step is the natural outcome of

Tradition we have never been divert-

tion, “fear” is removed.

working the sixth step. What do I

ed from our primary purpose of car-

do when I become entirely ready to

(Excerpts from the text above come

rying the message to the alcoholic

give up my defects of character? I

from the Traditions Study devel-

who still suffers. This is our funda-

humbly ask God to remove my

oped by the Unity Insures Recovery

mental work, and to ensure that the

shortcomings. What do I do when I

Through Service A.A. Group, Los

hand of A.A. will always remain out-

become entirely ready to give up

Angeles, CA.)

stretched, money and spirituality

pursuing outside contributions to

must continue to mix. And for that,

my spirituality by not lending my

self. As soon as I place God first in

LONG FORM: “The A.A. groups themselves ought to be fully supported by the voluntary contributions of their own members. We think that each group should soon achieve this ideal; that any public solicitation of funds using the name of Alcoholics Anonymous is highly dangerous, whether by groups, clubs, hospitals, or other outside agencies; that acceptance of large gifts from any source, or of contributions carrying any obligation whatever, is unwise. Then, too, we
view with much concern those A.A. treasuries which continue, beyond prudent reserves, to accumulate funds for no stated A.A. purpose. Experience has often warned us that nothing can so surely destroy our spiritual heritage as futile disputes over property, money, and authority.”

5

Continued from Cover
•

Accessibilities 3rd Saturday 6 PM
Now meeting online: ID: 636 278 2173
pw: D1Access
district1accessibilities@gmail.com

•

Archives 3rd Saturday 10 AM
2250 Group 3125 5th Ave. N., St. Pete

districtarchives@gmail.com
•

Corrections 2nd Monday 6:30 PM
Meeting Online: ID: 367 133 8657 PW:

before I finally got to one. It was such a relief to
finally be with my people. I felt like I didn’t have
a person at work, and it seemed like other people had already connected with someone. What
I came to realize was that I had to be my person, to remember that I have God always – and
thanks to cell phones – I have my sponsor and
other people in my network to call while I am
far from home!

262059
pinellasaacorrections@gmail.com
•

Current Practices 1st Thursday 7PM
Online ID:815 7788 6954 PW: CurrPrac
district1currentpractices@gmail.com

•

Finance 2nd Thurs 7 PM
ID:896n 9409 1560 PW: money
districtfinancechair@gmail.com

•

Grapevine 3rd Wednesday 6:30 PM
Online ID: 784 4959 1463 PW: J8S0uc
wisecrack4@aol.com

•

Literature 2nd Sunday 2 PM
Online ID: 838 7475 5524 PW: 826 608
districtlitchair@gmail.com

•

PI/CPC Last Monday 6 PM
Online. ID: 578 1170 306 No PW

•

•

Website Last Saturday 9:30 AM
ID: 858 0444 8765 PW: 061035 direct
link on D1 Website
Treatment Last Saturday 10 AM
2480 East Bay Dr. Suite 30 Largo, FL
district1treatmentchair@gmail.com

www.district1aapinellas.org

Today, as I type this, it’s the 4th and we have
the day off so I can make the noon meeting
once more before I leave. I am missing home,
but I will be there by the time this newsletter
goes to print. Being the out-of-town visitor has
been awesome and I have a renewed appreciation for visitors. This group has made me feel
special every time I walk through the door.
“HEY! It’s Christy from Florida…hello my friend”,
they say when I arrive.
I hope that all of you had a safe and happy holiday weekend. This program has given me a new
freedom and a new happiness. I get to be happy, joyous, and free wherever I go. With AA in
my heart and daily maintenance of my spiritual
condition, I freely live the life I love—as a sober,
dignified woman!
Christy M. - Plain & Straight Editor
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God Could and Would if He Were Sought
Blind Pass

49ers

Ozona
Jason B

15

Jeff

31

Chuck

10

Susie

9

Deborah

1

Deb K
Gerry L
David

Bruce B.

40

Connie

22

Alan

11

Dee Dee K.

28

Drew N.

1

Robin

31

Emily W.

1

Melissa H.

3

Jimmy

32

Tim K.

1

Cynthia M.

1

Elizabeth V.

32

Richard

6

Howie H.

13

Karen

3

27
1

Spirit Group
Anthony N.

3

David F.

34

Denise S.

1

Jill G

33

Frank C.

10

Bert

28

Jennifer T.

4

Lynn S

12

Ken O.

2

Tammy C

10

Kurt W.

1

10

Nancy P.

36

Stephen D

5

Nina

8

Lee R

4

Nathan D

4

James M

3

Jennifer F

1

After Work Bunch
Liz M

43

Mike S

43

Chris T

5

Bob W

2

18

Ray C.

18

11

Deb P.

1

3

Bruce H

12

Debbie R.

2

Christine

28

Ken M.

1

Jimmy V.

35

Karen S.

11

Alvin O.

1

Ron

1

Shore Acres Gratitude

Lori

3

Christina E

Our Common Problem
Krystle

3

Free Spirits
Mike M

32

Central Group
John O

32

37

The Only Problem We Ever Really Have is Separation From God
7

Jordan W.

2

Attitude Adjustment
Cydne

14

Joshua P.

New Beginnings Women's
Cat F.

Dan L.
11

Seminole Group
Tom Mc N

Feelings Group

Sarah M.

Beach Bunch

2

4

2250

James A

GOYA

Mike ( Jimmy) 1
Robert

Walsingham

By the Book

16

Group Contribution

June 2022

A New Start

50.00

New Freedom / New Happiness

74.00

AA By The Sea Group

40.00

New Women For Sobriety

25.00

After Work Bunch

287.08

Nooner’s

50.50

Ain't Misbehavin' Group

150.00

Off Your Chest

100.00

By the Book

50.00

Peacefully Sober

50.00

Common Solution

47.00

Recovery Road

57.00

Design For Living

20.00

Saturday Morning Men's Step (SH)

83.00

Dunedin Sunset at Weaver Park

602.50

Seminole Group

182.50

Early Risers

100.00

Seminole Nooner’s Group

248.00

Experience Strength & Hope

30.00

Serenity Seekers Group

51.02

Feelings Group

260.00

St Pete Group

5.00

Forty Niners Group

150.00

Sunrise Sunset Group

994.00

Free Spirits

75.00

Walsingham Group

20.00

GOYA Group

500.00

Wheel of Recovery

60.00

Home Group

60.00

Women Stepping Up Group

75.00

Into Action

50.00

Women's Daily Reflections

75.00

Ladies' Beach Serenity Group

35.00

Living Sober

150.00

Total

4,806.60

Seventh tradition inventory
1. Honestly now, do I do all I can to help AA (my
group, my central office, my GSO) remain selfsupporting? Could I put a little more into the
basket on behalf of the new guy who can’t
afford it yet? How generous was I when tanked
in a barroom?
2. Should the Grapevine sell advertising space to
book publishers and drug companies, so it could
make a big profit and become a bigger magazine, in full color, at a cheaper price per copy?
3. If GSO runs short of funds some year, wouldn’t
it be okay to let the government subsidize AA

groups in hospitals and prisons?
4. Is it more important to get a big AA collection from a
few people, or a smaller collection in which more members participate?
5. Is a group treasurer’s report unimportant AA business?
How does the treasurer feel about it?
How important in my recovery is the feeling of self-respect,
rather than the feeling of being always under obligation for
charity received?
(The foundation of this inventory is from the A.A. Tradition’s Checklist first
published in the A.A. Grapevine)
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