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“Opinions expressed in Plain and 

Straight are not those of Alcoholics 

Anonymous, nor does the publica-

tion of any article imply endorse-

ment or affiliation by the Pinellas 

County Intergroup or Alcoholics 

Anonymous.”  

 

A.A., Alcoholics Anonymous and 

the A.A Symbol are registered 

Trademarks of Alcoholics Anony-

mous World Services, Inc”  

Editor: Christy M. 

 

 

 

 Pinellas County Intergroup 
8340 Ulmerton Road, Suite 220 

Largo, FL  33771 
 

Tele: (727) 530-0415 
centraloffice@aapinellas.org 

 

Central Office Hours 
Monday-Friday  10 am – 6 pm 

 

www.aapinellas.org  

 Contact  Us 

Attention! 
Meeting Updates  

N e e d e d ! 
Is your group no longer meeting at the                   

usual location? Have 

you switched to 

online only? Is there 

a change in your 

Zoom info?  We 

need to know!  

We are receiving many calls 

from people saying the 

meeting they went to is not 

meeting at the location listed 

in the Where and When or 

that the Zoom information is 

incorrect.  

Your assistance in updating this information, which reflects the 

Meeting App and assists our Helpline volunteers, will help everyone 

looking for a meeting—find a meeting! 

http://www.aapinellas.org
http://www.aapinellas.org
http://www.aapinellas.org
http://www.aapinellas.org
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Meeting Changes 

AA and Early Friendships 
• Canceled Meetings 
 

Twisted Sister - Holiday Isles St Albins Satur-
day 10:30 am women's meeting 
 

San Martin 12 Step Room has canceled all 
online meetings. In person only! 
 

• Meeting Changes 
 

Recovery Begins no longer meet at                   
Clearview United Methodist on Tuesdays at 
8pm. They have moved to Wednesday 8pm 
at 2500 16th St. N.,. St. Bedes church. 
 

Power Greater Than Ourselves Monday 
7pm Closed New Info: ZOOM ID: 865 8687 
2712 PSWD: 0700 
 

Dunedin Sunset Meeting now meets at 6pm 
 

Sunrise Zoom  Mon, Wed, & Fri  meditation 
from the "Twenty Four Hours A Day." Tues 
& Thurs "Daily Reflections discussion. Zoom 
ID 825 7827 6459 
 

Sisterhood Friday's now at 6pm new                  
address 5315 28th Ave S Gulfport 
 

Experience, Strength and Hope  is now              
5th and 5th Experience strength and hope 
In person only! Trinity Lutheran Church 401 
5th St N., St. Pete 
 

• New Meetings  
 

San Martin Dan's 10 pm Zoom meeting eve-
ry night at 10 pm Closed ID:6243705866 
PSWD: mar101980 
 

St. Pete Group Friday 8pm Big Book 
meeting. We still have our Friday Night 
closed discussion meeting.  
 

Step Sisters Online - ID: 859 531 0209 
closed discussion women literature Friday’s 
at noon  
 

Into Action Big Book Meeting Thursday 7pm 
closed Big Book ID: 873 5060 2394 
PSWD: 0700 
 

The Mission House  Open Discussion 
Wednesday 7pm Beacon Street Ministries 
3470 Adrian Ave., Largo  
 
 

 

Continued on page 6 

In my early sobriety, I learned about Bill W and Dr Bob the 
co-founders of AA. I learned about their wives, Lois and 
Anne. I was surprised to find out they attended Christian-
based meetings (Oxford Group), with non-alcoholics, that 
didn’t seem to work for them. When Bill, Lois, Dr. Bob and 
Anne got together at the home of T Henry and Clarace Wil-
liams along with Henrietta Sieberling (who introduced Bill 
and Bob) a lifelong friendship was formed. Bill and Dr Bob 
would discuss the ideas and thoughts for this “new” pro-
gram. In the summer of 1935, when  
 
Bill stayed at the Smith home in Akron, they spent hours on 
discussions of the basic ideas they wanted for their pro-
gram. All answers always went back to Bible teachings. 855 
Ardmore Ave became a beehive of recovery ranging from 
Bible study to alcoholic tantrums to social gatherings to 
share their woes. T Henry and Clarace’s home was also a 
popular meeting source. Bill went back to NY. From 1935-
37, Dr Bob continued to attend Oxford Group meetings 
while he communicated with Bill W in NY on their unique 
program. Dr. Bob did not write the 12 steps. He clearly had 
something to do with each one. 
 
One of Dr Bob’s strongest characteristics was loyalty. This 
included Henrietta, T. Henry and Clarence.  These three had 
done so much to help him before he stopped drinking, and 
then – in the face of criticism from members of their own 
Oxford Group - had given so much support to him and the 
early members of “developing AA” in the crucial years that 
followed. But Bill and Bob realized the idea for their pro-
gram was alcoholics talking to each other and steps they 
would take to help them recover.   
 
The first ever edition of the AA guiding manual “Alcoholics 
Anonymous” was written by Bill Wilson in 1939. They be-
lieve they had 100 sober people at that time from their NY 
and Akron gatherings. The original “Big Book” (because it 
had thick pages) outlines the program's 12 principles and 
the 12 steps for achieving sobriety. This is when the AA 
name was established for this program of recovery. In Ak-
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Taughannock Group Speaker Meeting of 
Ithaca, NY meets at 7pm Sundays on 
ZOOM ID: 979 5012 5514 
Spoke on 2/6/21 
 

Jane G SD 6/28/88 "Page 164 is my fa-
vorite. At 23, the sponsor I had came 
from a giant group of young people. 
She was 19. Grateful to her today, and 
grateful for that group...7 meetings, 
and you went to all the meetings, never 
late, or you would not get your seat. 
When we did the 3rd Step, my life was 
not mine anymore, and my life was part 
of something so much bigger. The 
Promises, and intuitively know how to 
handle situations...I know what to do 
now, I have instructions." 
 

Stewart SD 1/1/84 "The fellowship and 
being active in the program, and just 
going to meetings; I just love to do that. 
In 2006, when I became a father, I had-
n't gotten a chance to go to much 
meetings or diners.  The silver lining 
about COVID is...we get to meet people 
from everywhere. For the first time in a 
long time, it's been easy to get to 
meetings." 
 

The Double Dippin Dinner Club of Maine 
meets on ZOOM at 7pm Mon thru Sat, 
& 4:30pm Sundays. ID: 765 360 4410 
Spoke on 2/13/21  
 

Henry SD 6/11/90 "Retired at 65, re-
tired for 4 years now...service gives you 
purpose. Today, since the pandemic, 
I've been to a meeting about every day. 
Now I can go to meetings morning, 
noon and night. That's the way I used 
drink. All I can do is handle a situation 
each day, don't wait until the next. Or 
little things will build up, and little 
things will get you drunk. Having a bad 
day? This too shall pass. Having a bad 
day? This too shall pass." 
 

Ken SD 1/9/89 "I forgot about The Prin-
ciples for a while, and I was N.U.T.S. 

Not Using The Steps. I had to go to more 
Big Book and Step meetings 3-4 times a 
week. There's a lot of stuff you take to a 
HP and/or a sponsor. I don't share the 
garbage in the meeting. I was a treasur-
er for two weeks. I did so good, they put 
me as GSR." 
 

Betty SD 12/25/85 "Alcoholism. That 
person was still inside me, whether I am 
drinking or not. When I grow up, I wan-
na be the person thar can accept people 
no matter what stage of alcoholism peo-
ple are at. If not, I don't wanna be that 
angry, bitter, judgmental, unkind per-
son. Then it's time to start working the 
problem more."  
 

Story Time, Columbus, Ohio meets Fri-
days at noon, & reads stories from the 
back of the book, or Experience, Strength 
& Hope. ID: 334 504 763 PW: 702075 
 

Spoke on 2/20/21 
 

Tracy SD 9/3/90 "I didn't know what an 
alcoholic was, but I knew when I drank, I 
almost died. Spiritual Bi-pass- at first I 
soothed myself with other addictions 
like food, etc. Later I even covered up 
pain with spiritual means like medita-
tion!  I had to get rid of soothing alto-
gether, and feel some pain, so that I 
would want to change. It's always the 
process of what that we are doing, that's 
more important than the product. Like 
in an intergroup meeting: if we're kind 
and loving, is more important than if we 
got a plan that day. I believe that in my 
soul, my HP is inside me and you. I really 
love when that part of me speaks to that 
part of God in you." 
 

John SD 12/26/83 "I loved AA, the spirit-
uality, the slogan type mentality. Let It 
Go. K.I.S.S. Keep It Simple Still. At 15 
years sober, there was a Grapevine issue 
that talked about people after 10 years 
sober, starting the steps in detail. Going 

through the steps in detail, with a spon-
sor, I learned control was not the an-
swer. My AA rests inside of my sobriety, 
not my drinking. Connection with other 
human beings was essential. That's why I 
drank. It's loneliness...it took really de-
tailed step work. What really was my 
fault, instead of control, I need connec-
tion." 
 

Spoke on 2/27/21 
 

Lou SD 3/31/84 "I was told to call the 
alcohol referral service...I opened the 
white pages, and the first thing that I 
saw Alcoholics Anonymous. Well, is it 
odd, or is it God? I felt real special cuz 
they gave me a free coffee." 
 

"The rat on the cage-Alcoholism...and all 
the other drugs...the three dots means 
All Other Stuff..."  - "I didn't even know 
there were slogans...I came, I came to, 
and then I came to believe. H.O.P.E. 
Help Other People Everyday." - "If some-
one starts complaining about a meeting, 
I tell them 'this meeting saves lives." - "I 
love page 86, at least I check in with a 
H.P. before I get in. I'm trying to retire, 
but people keep throwing money at me. 
When you do the right thing, people like 
you around." - "This lady says it's about a 
thousand surrenders. Anyone who's 
been around long enough says that if 
you don't work the steps, you don't stay 
sober. I say that if you don't continue 
the steps, you won't stay sober. You 
gotta live the steps. Trust God, Clean 
House, and Help Others." - "I would put 
on AA speakers every night, and it would 
take the pain away."  

Sign up 
 your group to speak 

 https://aapinellas.org/trial-314/ 
 

All proceeds go to support your  
Local Central Office! 

https://aapinellas.org/trial-314/
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Helpline & 12 Step Volunteers Needed 
Visit aapinellas.org or call  (727) 530-0415 

https://www.64.floridastateconvention.com/
https://aapinellas.org/event-submission-form/
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The Nooners 
Since 2016 Mon— Fri at 12 Noon 
The Warehouse Club 
2024 Main Street, Dunedin 
 

Did this area really need another noon meeting? 
Even though their was much upset with the start 
of this meeting in the beginning, when we really 
looked at Tradition 4, our consensus was—”We 
think so”. 
 

It didn’t take long for our group to build a strong 
following and through the years there has been, 
as with many groups, lots of changes. We have  a 
great mix of newcomers, old-timers and every-
thing in between!  
 

Monday and Friday is an open discussion, Tuesday 

is a meditation lead, Wednesday is Big Book, and 
Thursday we read from the 12 & 12. On the first 
Friday of the month we have an anniversary 
meeting with coffee and cake and our business 
meeting is held the first Tuesday of every month.  
 
 

With the pandemic, we have become a much 
smaller group. Our meeting facility requires a 
mask at all times. We disinfect before and after 
every meeting, practice social distancing and there 
is even a HEPA air scrubber to help keep the air 
clean! 
 

We always welcome new members! If you are in 
the area, come check us out! 
 

General Service               
Conference (GSC) 
Plain Language Big Book 

Video Presentation 
This video is in response to the 70th GSC, Litera-
ture Committee request to inform the fellowship 
about the nature of accessibility challenges with re-
gard to A.A. Literature.  Please keep in mind all of 
those requests were forwarded to the 71st GSC.  This 
year's agenda and background material related to 
literature is 438 pages.  All GSRs and DCMs are en-
couraged to take the time  (22 minutes) to view this 
very informative video and share the information 
with your Home Groups.   
 

Video Link 
 

https://vimeopro.com/
user112910871/big-book-riptab/

https://mcusercontent.com/bd62881dd37e9dbece755f866/files/6600dde9-333b-4b9c-8884-ed307410d618/Plain_Language_Big_Book_Video_Presentation.pdf
https://vimeopro.com/user112910871/big-book-riptab/video/500617913
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ron, unique friendships were formed that lasted 
until death not depending on a problem with al-
cohol. Many thanks to T Henry, Clarace and Hen-
rietta for their kindness. Also, to the wives of Bill 
and Bob, Lois and Anne.  
 
With love and service from Leslie B., the archives 
liaison to the Plain and Straight. A statement about 
District 1 Archives Committee: Archives service is 
more than a custodial activity. It is a means by 
which we collect, preserve and share the rich and 
meaningful heritage of our fellowship. Visit our 
dedicated website at www.district1archives.com 
to learn more about the Pinellas County Archives 
Committee. 

Continued from  pg. 2 Archives 

it’s a great day to be sober! 

Finance Committee needs members: Intergroup seeks 

dedicated Chair and Alt. Chair. One year sobriety and 

Intergroup service committee experience. Other mem-

bers: the only requirement is being a sober member of 

A.A. with experience in managing budgets to include 

your own household.  

Volunteer Coordinator Chair & Alt. Chair: Intergroup 

seeks dedicated Chair and Alt. Chair. One year of sobriety 

and intergroup service committee experience. Other 

Group members: The only requirement is being a sober 

member of A.A.  

Treasurer: 5-years sobriety • 1-year Intergroup experi-

ence • A thorough knowledge of computers, Microsoft 

Office; word & excel • Thorough knowledge of Quick-

Books • Experienced knowledge of accounting or 

bookkeeping, including understanding of accrual entries, 

financial reports and reconciling bank statement if neces-

sary. • Knowledge of tax preparation of form 990EZ for 

501 C (3)  

Secretary: 5 years sobriety • 1-year Intergroup experi-

ence • A working knowledge of computers including 

Windows and word processing programs.  

Anniversary and Gratitude Dinner Committees: 2-years 

sobriety and one year intergroup experience. See  the 

policies and procedures for more information                          

https://aapinellas.org/intergroup-central-office-policy-

and-procedure/ 

Helpline Volunteers :  The Chair seeks late night 12step 

volunteers for hours after 10:00 pm until 10:00 am (4-

hour shifts). Please email helpline@aapinellas.org  
 

If you are interested in stepping up to be of service in one 

of these crucial roles with Pinellas County Intergroup, 

please call the Central Office Monday thru Friday  at (727) 

530-0415 

Please announce! 
Open Intergroup Positions & 

Standing Committees  

Service Opportunities

mailto:helpline@aapinellas.org
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After Work Bunch 

Terry P   32 

Bill A   28 

Mary Ellen  25 

Diane K   21 

Al S   18 

Yali M   4 

Mark N   1 

 

2250 Group 

Herbert   32 

Vesta G   23 

Jillian G   23 

Ken W   6 

Pam T   5 

Johnathan S  2 

 

Feelings Group 

Patti L   44 

Polly S   29 

Dane   8 

Yvonne   1 

Dave   1 

 

Attitude Adjustment 

Kevin   17 

Jim B   28 

Lou K   11 

Jack   6 

Annie   21 

Philip   23 

 

Walsingham Group 

Mike H   20 

Beverly P  38 

Julia H   7 

Free Spirits 

Robin H   35 

 

New Beginnings Women's 
Group  

Dale M   2 

Ginny H   10 

Karin B   20 

Leslie A   31 

Maxine R  34 

 

High Noon Daily 

Rob P   34 

 

Palm Harbor Group 

Marc Mc  37 

Pat L   3 

 

Together We Can 

Laura M   14 

 

 

February Celebrants! 

Bill K   7 

Phyllis J   6 

 

3rd Tradition 

Henry H   36 

 

Saturday Night Bonfire 

Tom C   5 

 

Into Action 

Tommy W  1 

Kayla F   2 

Rick P   12 

 

The Real Happy Hour 

Derek H   7 

Grady   17 

 

Spirit Group 

Ron E   28 

Henry H   36 

Ron K   44 

Christina W  1 

 

49ers 

Walt   2 

Robin   1 

Chris   30 

Kim   2 

Elva   31 

Kevin B   29 

Kathie F   1 

 

1 to 1 group 

Mark M   32 

 

 

Got an  
Anniversary  
Coming Up?  

Consider making a                             

Birthday Contribution! 

aapinellas.org/7th-tradition-

contribution/ 

https://aapinellas.org/7th-tradition-contribution/
https://aapinellas.org/7th-tradition-contribution/
https://www.aagrapevine.org/sobriety-calculator
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2250 Group     100.00  

AA By The Sea Group    50.00 

Abe's Place     467.00 

After Work Bunch    597.11 

Back Porch Lunch Bunch   100.00 

Batman's Men's Meeting   371.00 

Beacon Group     50.00 

Clearwater Group/301    35.00 

Dunedin Sunset at Weaver Park   800.00 

Find Yourself     50.00 

Forty Niners Group    50.00 

Free Spirits     80.00 

GOYA Group     10.00 

Humility Group     150.00 

Intergroup Meeting    7.00 

KOALA Group     75.00 

KOINONIA Group    150.00 

Monday Night Step Sisters   200.00 

New Freedom / New Happiness   22.00 

Palm Harbor Group    100.00 

Real Happy Hour Group    159.00 

Sat. Morning Women's Big Book   490.00 

Saturday Morning Men's Step    46.00 

Saturday Night Bonfire Group   150.00 

Seminole Group    270.00 

Serenity Seekers Group    66.00 

Steering Committee Meeting   5.00 

Step Sisters     50.00 

Sunrise Sunset Group    1,300.00 

Together We Can    350.00 

Tuesday Night Step    90.53 

Unity Meeting Intergroup   21.00 

Womens Daily Reflections   100.00 

 

TOTAL      6,561.64 

February 2021 

YOUR SEVENTH TRADITION CONTRIBUTIONS  

Carrying Our Message Beyond Your Home Group  

 

When you or your home group contributes to the General Service 
Office (G.S.O.) your contribution helps an alcoholic around the corner 
— or around the world. Here are some of the ways that happens:  
 

1. The G.S.O. Publishing Department has coordinated translations of 
the Big Book in 69 languages and translations of other A.A. literature 
in more than 91 languages. Further translations are constantly in pro-
cess.  

2. Each year G.S.O. staff responds to over 90,000 emails, letters, and 
phone calls from A.A. members, suffering alcoholics, professionals, 
students, the press and others interested in A.A. Thus accurate and 
consistent information about A.A. is provided.  

3. Staff communications often help someone find local A.A. meetings, 
link members in service, and support the start of A.A. in countries 
where there are no A.A. meetings.  

4. G.S.O. maintains and updates the aa.org website that averages 
over 30,000 visits per day. The website provides information about 
A.A., including how to find A.A. in their community, and provides help 
to members and those seeking help with their drinking problem, as 
well as to families and friends of problem drinkers, and professionals.  

5. G.S.O.’s Publishing Department publishes and distributes all A.A. 
Conference-approved literature. Approximately 8 million books, pam-
phlets, video and audio products are distributed annually. Some of 
this literature is specifically designed for sight- or hearing-impaired 
members. Box 4-5-9, news and notes from G.S.O., is published four 
times a year in English, French and Spanish.  

6. G.S.O. coordinates the Loners-Internationalists Meeting Corre-
spondence Service (LIM), which is often the only link to A.A. for 
many A.A. members in remote areas, homebound, or deployed in 
active military service.  

 

Read the rest at district1aapinellas.org  

https://aapinellas.org/7th-tradition-contribution/
http://district1aapinellas.org/wp-content/uploads/F-203-Seventh-Tradition-Fact-Sheet-Carrying-Our-Message-Beyond-Your-Home-Group.pdf

