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“Opinions expressed in Plain and 

Straight are not those of Alcoholics 

Anonymous, nor does the publica-

tion of any article imply endorse-

ment or affiliation by the Pinellas 

County Intergroup or Alcoholics 

Anonymous.”  

 

A.A., Alcoholics Anonymous and 

the A.A Symbol are registered 

Trademarks of Alcoholics Anony-

mous World Services, Inc”  

Editor: Christy M. 

 

 

 

 Pinellas County Intergroup 
8340 Ulmerton Road, Suite 220 

Largo, FL  33771 
 

Tele: (727) 530-0415 
centraloffice@aapinellas.org 

 

Central Office Hours 
Monday-Friday  10 am – 6 pm 

 

www.aapinellas.org  

 Contact  Us 

   “Each group is autonomous,” we often note when making group deci-

sions. The second part of the 4th Tradition is just as important: “except in 

matters affecting other groups or AA as a whole.” Tradition 1 tells us “Our com-

mon welfare should come first; personal recovery depends upon AA unity.” 

These traditions remind us that we must ensure that our group decisions do not 

negatively impact our fellow members or AA as a whole, and that we as individu-

als act in ways that ensure our common welfare. Traditions 1 and 4 are im-

portant now more than ever. We must consider the health and well-being of 

both our members and non-

members, as well as protect 

the positive reputation and 

goodwill of our fellowship in 

the community.  

Specific guidelines have been 

and will continue to be set by 

government agencies (the 

Center for Disease Control 

guidelines, State and local 

government guidelines re-

garding phases of reopening). 

Also, the facilities in which we 

meet may also have their own guidelines. We urge groups to consult and follow 

these guidelines to protect our members, our fellowship, and others with whom 

we come in contact. 

Please be sure to consider older A.A. members or those with compromised im-

mune systems who may not be able or comfortable returning to your physical 

meeting until there is an effective COVID 19 vaccine. If your group decides to 

make a physical meeting accessible via Zoom or other electronic platform, we 

recommend procedures be put in place to alert attendees that the meeting is 

being broadcast via a virtual platform, and how anonymity will be protected 

when doing so. Meetings should not be recorded. An alternative is to have both 

physical and virtual meetings of your group to ensure the hand of A.A. is always 

available to those who need it.  

Used and revised with permission NYIntergroup 2021 

http://www.aapinellas.org
http://www.aapinellas.org
http://www.aapinellas.org


2 

 

Meeting Changes 

AA and The Firestone Family 
• Canceled Meetings 
 
Step Up and Grow Up 
10am Monday—Friday  
Southland Plaza Pinellas Park 
 

 

• Meeting Changes 
 
Central Group 
Thursday Tradition meeting is on ZOOM 
ONLY 802 034 5854. PW 983027 
 
Dunedin Sunset Group 
New time is 5:30, 7 days a week 
 
Humility Group Wed 6:30pm  
(Hybrid Meeting) 
In person meeting meets inside the Church 
- Wesley Hall, Zoom: 812-426-2256 
Password: Anona 
 

 

• New Meetings  
 
North Shore Outdoor Saturday 10 am open 
bring your own chair 
1251 N. Shore Dr. NE. St. Pete 
 
Sunrise Zoom 
Open discussion M, W, & F 7am 
Zoom ID 825 7827 6459 
 
The Mission House  
Open Discussion Wednesday 7pm  
Beacon Street Ministries 3470 Adrian Ave., 
Largo  

 

Please let us know of any 
changes regarding status of 

online or in person meetings 

https://aapinellas.org/new-
change-form/ 

www.aapinellas.org Continued on page 6 

The history of AA includes many influential people and well-

known families. One of those is the Firestone family – of Fire-

stone Tire and Rubber Company. Jim Newton became known 

to the family as he owned property near the Thomas Edison 

family – who were very close friends. They liked Jim so much 

they decided to groom him to become President of Firestone.  

Jim became extremely close to Russell “Bud” Firestone. He 

was an heir to the dynasty and known as a drunk. Jim became 

aware that Bud had a very severe drinking problem and had 

been to several “dry out” institutions to no lasting sobriety. 

Jim was an Oxford Group member for many years working 

along with the Reverend Sam Shoemaker.  

In an effort to help Bud, they took a train to an Oxford Group 

gathering in Denver. Bud was consistently drunk through this 

venture and felt hopeless.  On the return home in a private 

car, Reverend Shoemaker helped Bud do a surrender to God. 

His life changed immediately and his family was saved from a 

fifth-a-day drunkard. Jim helped Bud stay close to the Oxford 

Group. For two years, Bud and Jim Newton traveled together 

as Oxford Group activists and witnessed the glory of God in 

many Oxford group locations.  

Finally, in 1933, the Firestone family was so elated with Bud's 

success in overcoming drinking that they brought Oxford 

Group founder Dr. Frank Buchman to Akron to celebrate and 

witness. Buchman and some 30 Oxford Group people took 

over the Protestant pulpits and other places in Akron. They 

gave Christian testimonies and were joined by Bud who spoke 

of his rebirth, his Bible study, and his victory over alcohol. 

Most of these facts were widely reported in Akron newspa-

pers. Akron was the place where AA was to be founded later 

by Dr. Bob and Bill W. as they incorporated some of the Ox-

ford spiritual concepts to “one drunk talking to another”.  Jim 

Newton had helped bring to Akron the Oxford Group and the 

https://aapinellas.org/new-change-form/
https://aapinellas.org/new-change-form/
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2250 Group meets at 3125 5th Ave 
North, St Petersburg and meets in per-
son five times per day. ZOOM at 8pm 
Monday through Friday. 
Spoke on 1/2/21 
 

Tammy SD 6/10/12 "AA saved my life, 
even though, I didn't recognize it at the 
time. We met once a week, every 
week, reading line by line. I have to 
continue this to have peace of mind, 
and to continue to be spiritually awak-
ened. The steps completely trans-
formed me present and available, and 
not have to constantly look at my 
phone. Now married...After one year of 
sobriety-Have you ever thought about 
dating someone who has common in-
terests, or someone who has kids, like 
you? She said just date once a 
week...We got married in 2018." 
 

Dave SD 3/7/07 "A life full of unreason-
able expectations, and I would fall 
apart when people didn't live up to 
them. Being ready to give up on all my 
old ideas of what my life was supposed 
to be like, how do I find love, patience, 
and tolerance? Only through God, and 
it was through the 12 Steps of AA. Tam-
my and I have the same God, and we 
don't tell each other how to work each 
other's programs." 
 

Spoke on 1/9/21 
 

Lisa Marie SD 2015 "In the 10th Step, I 
was told to call my sponsor, if some-
thing bothered me, and talk to my 
sponsor about it. In the 12th Step, I sit 
in the back, to help the newcomers, 
like I was, cuz I used to be like that, 
sitting in the back." 
 

Brandy SD 8/7/07 "That intimate rela-
tionship with sponsorship, and sharing-
if there is a name for something you've 
done, then don't be embarrassed, be-

cause someone else has done it. Write 
down all the stuff, pray, put it in a God 
box. I don't have to fix everything in one 
day. I did my 5th Step with my grand 
sponsor. At everything from my past, all 
the fears and resentment-I had a part in 
it. Put your sobriety #1, before jobs, 
husbands, kids, anything. AA has to 
come first in my life. I'm involved in in-
tergroup, and it set me on fire."  
 

Countryside Group meets in person 2165 
NE Coachman Rd, Clearwater in big, 
spacious meeting room at 7pm Mondays 
Steps, Traditions Last, and 7pm Fridays 
Big Book, Last week Anniversary. Hybrid 
format-Login from home on ZOOM. 
 
Spoke on 1/16/21 
 

Diane "Freedom from alcoholism is the 
sole purpose. We read which expands 
on the solution we have found. We en-
thusiastically help all who can be helped 
through the AA program. We will help 
you, if you let us." 
 

Zack SD 6/26/19 "The 90/90 was incredi-
bly helpful to me, all the stories; I am 
not alone in this. If my experience can 
help someone else, that's a gift. The 
Promises-I don't feel useless; all these 
phone calls; me reaching out for help; 
and reaching and giving it away." 
 

Rose SD 11/3/81 "I'm recovered from a 
seemingly hopeless state of mind and 
body. Spiritually, I was bankrupt. People 
pleasing. I always loved costume parties. 
God did for me what I could not do for 
myself. The bottom is when you get beat 
up enough. Helen, my old sponsor told 
me AA stands for Alive Again." 
 

Spoke on 1/23/21 
 

Mike "There's some good in the worst of 
us, and there's some bad in the good of 

us; once we discover this, everyone can 
be great, because everyone can serve. 
The path to greatness is to serve. -MLK"  
 
"Today it's about reading books and pass 
it on to people when they need it." 
 
"Kindness is the universal language the 
blind can see, and the deaf can hear. -
Mark Twain" 
 

"I don't care what any of us have done, 
we can start over, start a new leaf. For-
giveness is a powerful thing. I am thank-
ful that no one holds my mistakes 
against me. There is no more guilt and 
shame. All of us have guilt and shame, 
and there's proper places to deal with 
it." 
 

Spoke on 1/31/21 
 

Jamie SD 12/1/12 "Rolling sober on and 
on with the fellowship, the service to 
each other, just showing up...the invita-
tions, the side conversations...I love 
change, let's change, and be-there-long 
to belong...what were my words, and 
how they landed on other people's 
shoulders." 
 

Miranda SD 4/21/01 "My dad, at times, 
had fits of uncontrollable rage. It wasn't 
until I got into the AA program, that I 
learned that my parents were ACOA. 
These three words I could not say...'I 
was wrong.' Today those words are not 
that heavy to me anymore." 

Sign up 
 your group to speak 

 https://aapinellas.org/trial-314/ 
 

All proceeds go to support your  
Local Central Office! 

https://aapinellas.org/trial-314/
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Helpline & 12 Step Volunteers Needed 
Visit aapinellas.org or call  (727) 530-0415 

Come up with a caption for this cartoon. 

Submit caption: https://www.aagrapevine.org/submit-caption 

Reprinted with permission from the A.A Grapevine, Inc  

https://www.64.floridastateconvention.com/
https://area15aa.org/
https://dist4gsaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/February-Coffee-Talk-Flyer.pdf
https://www.aagrapevine.org/submit-caption
https://aapinellas.org/event-submission-form/
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bers still attending. An offshoot of Free Spirits, 
called Sobriety 101, a beginners’ meeting, also 
meets at the same time in the other room at The 
Warehouse Club. 
 
Last year when the pandemic hit, we started a Zoom 
meeting in addition to the physical meeting which 
met outside until it started getting too hot.  The 
Zoom meeting eventually faded out once people 

started coming back 
to the clubhouse.  
The meeting has 
stayed strong 
throughout the 
different phases of 
the pandemic. We 
keep the meeting 
room clean and the 
people as safe as we 
can. Properly worn 
masks or facial cov-
erings are required 
at all times at our 
meeting place and 
so is social distanc-
ing. The Warehouse 
has guidelines in 

place that we follow and we couldn’t be happier to 
call this place home! 
 
Free Spirits meets at The Warehouse Club, 2024 
Main Street, Dunedin every Friday night at 8:08. No, 
that’s not a typo – we really do start at 8:08! We 
have a saying – “You’re never late to the 8:08” and 
that has become our nickname now. Come and join 

The Free Spirits 
Happy, Joyous and Free  
Since 1989 
 
They told us all it takes is “a resentment and a 
coffee pot” to start a new AA meeting so we 
took that to heart and on February 17, 1989, 
started Free Spirits. We were an offshoot of the 
original Countryside 
group and decided 
we wanted to have a 
different type of 
meeting.  
 
The meeting was 
originally held in the 
Heritage United 
Methodist Church on 
Landmark, which was 
the same church the 
original Countryside 
Group met in. There 
wasn’t enough room 
for both groups, and 
we kept getting 
moved from room to 
room, so we went looking for another church. It 
so happened that the one right next to Heritage 
was available. We moved to that one, the North-
wood Presbyterian Church and were there for 26 
years before moving to The Warehouse Club in 
Dunedin, where we are now.  
 
In the beginning, we had close to 40 members 
every meeting, but as time went by, the group 
became smaller and smaller, until we were on 
the verge of closing it. Sometimes there would 
only be 4 or 5 of us, but we’d have a meeting an-
yway! We’re happy to report that we let God be 
in charge and Free Spirits survived the hard 
times and has grown to become a happy, joyous 
and free group with many of its original mem-

Submit photos of your meeting space 

and tell us about your groups journey!  

Submit articles - 

plainandstraight@aapinellas.org  

mailto:plainandstraight@aapinellas.org
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Articles Wanted! 

Pandemic Sobriety  

We’re looking for stories about your recovery experi-

ence during this global pandemic for future publica-

tions. Whether you got sober in a Zoom room, sur-

mounted some major obstacles, or got through last 

year with bells on—we would love to hear your story!  

Your experience, strength and hope might help some-

one use the tools instead of picking up a drink. Length 

of article can vary from a half-page to a full page 

Please include your name and home group.  

Group Spotlight 

Share your group’s journey with us. AA meetings can 

be held just about anywhere these days—in a park, 

online, the beach etc. Submit photos of your meeting 

space and tell us about your groups journey!  

Submit articles - plainandstraight@aapinellas.org  

spiritual message of his alcoholic friend, Bud Fire-

stone. Later, Bill W would have this type of spiritu-

al experience. The message and the recovery were 

broadcast to an interested community by a grate-

ful father, Harvey Firestone, Sr., and by widespread 

press accounts. Jim Newton never became Presi-

dent of Firestone choosing to stay involved with 

spiritual endeavors.   

With love and service from Leslie B., the archives liaison 
to the Plain and Straight. A statement about District 1 
Archives Committee: Archives service is more than a cus-
todial activity. It is a means by which we collect, pre-
serve and share the rich and meaningful heritage of our 
fellowship. Visit our dedicated website at 
www.district1archives.com to learn more about the Pi-
nellas County Archives Committee. 

Continued from  pg. 2 Archives 

mailto:plainandstraight@aapinellas.org
https://www.aagrapevine.org/sobriety-calculator
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After Work Bunch 

Alicia F   42 

Preston K 41 

Anne B   37 

Michael D  36 

Cate C   24 

Rebecca S  11 

Dean A   4 

Joanie F   1 

 

2250 Group 

Ed G   42 

Thadine F  31 

Kellie (in spirit)  19 

Dawn G  11 

Ken B   3 

Tina P   3 

Mike R   7 
 

A New Start 

John J   31 

George P  37 

 

Feelings Group 

Ed B   5 

Sharon H   2 

Sue D    1 

 

Attitude Adjustment 

Andy G   11 

 

High Noon Daily 

Debbie M  37 

Angie L   6 

 

 

The Real Happy Hour 

Lisa D   4 

Bill D   38 

 

Seminole Group 

Mikey   1 

Jimmy L   24 

 

Spirit Group 

Beatrice   6 

Bob   45 

Chris   19 

Claudette  42 

Gary   11 

Jean   37 

Kathleen  2 

Marge   28 

Steve   25 

Tom   31 

Vicki   35 

 

49ers 

Jack   42 

Craig C   7 

Kenny   31 

Animal   35 

Lenny   7 

P.S.   14 

Ted   4 
 

1 to 1 group 

Danny O  28 

Tom D   24 

 

Free Spirits 

Barbara Z  36 

January Celebrants! 

Walsingham Group 

Warren H  10 

Kelly D   30 

Chuck J 6 

Phyllis J 6 

 

3rd Tradition 

Steve M   40 

 

Saturday Night Bonfire 

Cari K 3 

 

Back Porch Lunch Bunch 

Erice P   1 

James   2 

Don H   35 

Chris S   2 

Laurie B   16 

Eliseo S   17 

Ray B   35 

Ryan T   4 

 

Into Action 

Brian C   1 

Pete   14 

 

GOYA 

Tanya L   1 

Tim J   11 

Shawn G  12 

Dick T   12 

Wayne M  17 

Tom Mc   19 

Steve F   25 

Joe R   37 

 

 

At the end of the rainbow 

Bryna R   2 

Angela H  5 

Renee H  8 

Laura M   12 

Nancy H   40 

 

Ain't Misbehaving 

Eugene S  1 

Sandy B   4 

Barbara S  20 

 

New Beginnings Women's 
Group  

Christine K  6 

Heather M  11 

Heidi J   11 

Paula P   15 

Bernadette H  26 

Marge L   28 

Gail L   33 

Claudette N  42 

Diane F   42 

Ellen A   45 

 

 

Got an Anniversary                  

Coming Up?  

Consider making a                             

Birthday Contribution! 

aapinellas.org/7th-tradition-

contribution/ 

https://aapinellas.org/7th-tradition-contribution/
https://aapinellas.org/7th-tradition-contribution/
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A New Start     50.00 

AA By The Sea Group    50.00 

Abe's Place     205.00 

End Of The Rainbow    186.83 

Attitude Adjustment    200.00 

By the Book     58.00 

Clearwater Group/301    35.00 

Common Solution    47.00 

Dunedin Sunset Group     600.00 

Early Risers     50.00 

Eastlake Group     224.00 

Experience Strength & Hope   185.00 

Feelings Group     39.60 

Forty Niners Group    100.00 

Free Spirits     75.00 

Go After Your Sobriety    600.00 

GOYA Group     337.50 

Highpoint Group    50.00 

Holiday Isles Group    100.00 

Home Group     32.00 

Indian Rocks Beach    20.00 

Into Action     200.00 

Ladies' Beach Serenity Group   35.00 

New Freedom / New Happiness   38.00 

New Hope Group    177.48 

Off Your Chest     90.00 

Oldsmar Group     271.76 

Peace Group     10.00 

Progress Not Perfection Group   100.00 

Saturday Morning Men's Step (SH)  45.00 

Serenity Seekers Group    97.48 

Sisters of Sobriety Group   44.00 

Sisters On A Journey    61.00 

Spirit Group     148.00 

Sunrise Sunset Group    1,000.00 

Sunset Beach Group    234.00 

The God Stuff     59.00 

To The Max     100.00 

Unity Meeting Intergroup   20.00 

 

TOTAL      5,975.65 

January 2021 

7th Tradition Where Money & Spirituality Mix 

In a well-written and reasoned article entitled “Self-support” 

in the February 1981 Grapevine, the author suggested that 

self-support not only avoids corrupting influences, but in-

cludes principles that contribute to our spiritual growth, such 

as self-respect and provides us a sense of belonging and satis-

faction of being part of a Fellowship that we have helped to 

foster and nourish. I cannot expect to receive a sense of be-

longing and satisfaction if my giving is from my surplus. Sur-

plus is a quantity over and above what is needed; something 

extra. Financial responsibility at that level is the financial 

equivalent to a kindly act now and then. Of course this is high-

ly personal because what is one person’s sacrifice is another 

person’s surplus and vice versa. I need to take my own inven-

tory and hope that others will do likewise.  

 

What would be the result if we made the small sacrifices out 

of gratitude for the favors we have received? In the June 1948 

Grapevine, Bill challenged us saying, “Yes we A.A.s were once 

a burden on everybody. We were ‘takers.’ Now that we are 

sober, and by the grace of God have become responsible citi-

zens of the world, why shouldn’t we now about-face and be-

come ‘thankful givers’! Yes, it is high time we did!”  

 

Read the whole article at https://www.aa.org/newsletters/

en_US/en_box459_holiday20.pdf 

 

Reprinted with permission Box 459 INC 2020 

https://aapinellas.org/7th-tradition-contribution/

