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“These are the facts of our history that show the need at all times for a safe reserve 

fund in the Foundation. This is the money that guarantees the operation of A.A.’s world 

services, rain or shine.”   —The Language of the Heart, page 139 

May 12, 2020 

Dear Conference members, 

With so much happening over these past few weeks – including intense preparations 

for the 70th General Service Conference, committee meetings, board meetings, and 

other ongoing work in the office (in a virtual/telework environment) – the landscape 

across our organization seems to change every day. 

Among these shifts have been the realities of our own financial situation. It’s no secret 

that businesses and organizations from every sector have felt the economic impacts of 

this global health crisis, and we are no different. As a result, due to steep declines over 

the past two months in revenue from group contributions and literature sales, manage-

ment and the boards have increased our focus on costs and expenses of office opera-

tions. 

To that end, on April 22, the General Service Office made a request to the Trustees’ 

Finance and Budgetary Committee and its chair, Leslie Backus, for an emergency draw-

down of $3 million from the Reserve Fund. This request was due to the decrease in 

book sales and contributions caused by the global pandemic. After a review of the cash 

flow analysis, the committee agreed to forward the request to the General Service 

Board. On Thursday, April 30, the General Service Board approved the $3 million Re-

serve Fund drawdown. Over the past week the office has begun that process and will 

continue to access funds as they become liquid in our bank accounts. The decision was 

A Letter from the General Service Office 

mailto:plainandstraight@aapinellas.org
http://www.aapinellas.org
http://www.aapinellas.org
http://www.aapinellas.org
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MEETING CHANGES 

SAN MARTIN 
NEW MEETING TIME 
Meeting ID:  742415858                                                   

Password: 968747                                                                      

Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/742415858?

pwd=dXdKcWU5bjRBSzVGRHJTYkxGTEl0Zz09                 

5:30 PM  MON-SUN  CD 

NEW ZOOM MEETINGS 

Reverend Walter Tunks: A Vital Link in the AA Chain 

In 1935, Bill Wilson went on a business trip to Akron, Ohio. He had 

managed to stay sober for five months and wanted desperately to 

keep this sobriety. He felt to keep it, he needed to talk to another 

person trying to give up alcohol.  

Bill W. learned from his friend Ebby Thacher that cravings could be 

controlled by conversing with somebody who also experienced 

cravings. He looked at the lobby’s minister board and put his finger 

on a name:  Rev. Walter Tunks. Rev. Tunks, an Episcopal minister, 

was Harvey Firestone’s minister and an active member of the local 

Oxford Group.  

To prevent himself from going into the hotel bar, Bill W. called Rev. 

Tunks from the hallway pay phone, asking if the minister knew of 

any alcoholics he could call.  

In a recording on file at the General Service Office (G.S.O.) Ar-

chives, Bill W. recalls that phone call to the Rev. Walter Tunks. “I 

called up the good man and he came on the wire,” Bill shared.  

“And I announced that I was another drunk looking for a drunk to 

work on. Well, that request he thought a little unusual. I imagine 

he had worked on drunks singly, but bringing them together in 

squads didn’t seem to be an appealing idea. However, he referred 

me to another man, Norman Shepherd, who belonged to a reli-

gious group, and he said this fellow can do the business. So I talked 

with the second gentleman, who was just leaving town.  It was Sat-

urday but he gave me the names of about ten other people....”.  

Rev. Tunks had a strong belief that the alcoholic was not a person 

of moral failure. He was one of the first to recognize the allergy to 

alcohol. He loved learning he played a part in connecting Bill W. to 

another person wanting to quit drinking.  

It was the tenth call Bill W. made from the list of names to Henri-

etta Sieberling, who then introduced him to a local drunk, Dr Bob. 

And AA was born! 

With love and service from Leslie B., the archives liaison to the 

Plain and Straight. 

 

SOBER SPIRITS 
Meeting ID: 820 1022 8770                                       
Password: 265123                                                                    
Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/82010228770?
pwd=MjZ4NFJSZmphOUtOTVVLczJBN1p1dz09        
7:30 PM  WED  OD 

CENTRAL GROUP 
6161 22nd Ave. North in St Petersburg  
Meeting ID: 8020345854                                            

Password:  983027                                                                    

Zoom Meeting Link:  https://us04web.zoom.us/

j/8020345854                                                                 

7:30 PM  MON  CD                                                                

7:30 PM  THURS  BB                                                            

8 PM  SAT  Room opens at 7 PM  Sp 

FIRING LINES 
Meeting ID:  643 116 246                                                            

Password: Not provided per group conscience                                                           

Zoom Meeting Link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/643116246                                                                    

Call-in phone number:  1 (646) 558-8656                                                              

7:30 PM  WED St                                                            

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/742415858?pwd=dXdKcWU5bjRBSzVGRHJTYkxGTEl0Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/742415858?pwd=dXdKcWU5bjRBSzVGRHJTYkxGTEl0Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/742415858?pwd=dXdKcWU5bjRBSzVGRHJTYkxGTEl0Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82010228770?pwd=MjZ4NFJSZmphOUtOTVVLczJBN1p1dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82010228770?pwd=MjZ4NFJSZmphOUtOTVVLczJBN1p1dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82010228770?pwd=MjZ4NFJSZmphOUtOTVVLczJBN1p1dz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8020345854
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8020345854
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/643116246
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/643116246
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AA Unity Roadshow Zoom Speakers meets Saturdays at 8pm. 

Spoke on 4/4/20. 

Karen SD 4/4/10. "Recovery teaches us faith over fear, service 

without expectations, and honesty and acceptance without ex-

pectations lead to serenity. Zoom meetings have enabled me to 

attend online AA conventions without traveling. This time being 

alone has been time to grow spiritually. Aloneness is different 

from being lonely. Today I focus on what I can do instead of 

what I can't do." 

Virginia SD 12/12/98. "When I came across The Promises, I said 

to myself 'God I been looking for that all my life.' Service kept 

me sober and accountable. It really helped my sobriety, and self 

esteem, and learning about the triangle. Service, Recovery, and 

Unity." 

Paul "I served quarterly on GSR in South Florida, and a couple 

other committees, and I cannot take credit for all those things. 

There had to be a Higher Power. Now I look to where can I con-

tribute? How can I be of service? What committees can i help? I 

can help just listening." 

2250 meets at 3125 5th Ave North, in St. Petersburg Monday 

through Saturday at 7am, noon, 5:30pm, and 8pm. Sundays at 

11am, 4pm, and 7pm. Spoke on 4/11/20.  

Renae 5/14/14: "I was 18, and didn't wanna listen to women. So 

I got myself a nice little boyfriend, and was back in the drink. [I 

learned] stick with the women, and men stick with the men. 

Now, I am secretary, have made amends to some, and I have 

healed some of the damage that I thought could never be 

healed. I feel grateful by the grace of God that I was able to do 

any of these things. "  

Tim SD7/2/17: "I was always a runner. I had to learn to pick up 

the phone when my brain was freaking out, and be honest with 

my sponsor. I tell my sponsor that I just did this or that, and I 

get restored back to sanity. I am grateful for my relationship 

with God, and the guys, and see how their lives are getting 

better. I try to do Turning Point whenever I can." 

At The End Of The Rainbow meets at 9am and 10am Saturdays 

at Grace Community Church off US19 Palm Harbor. Spoke on 

4/18/20.  

Lauren SD 5/19/13: "I have that allergy, that if I put a drink in, I 

can trigger that allergy to have more, and think that I am choos-

ing to have another drink...until I wouldn't be able to move on 

the couch. I took the actions that I was told, whether I wanted 

to or not. I do service, and I feel useful just doing the next right 

thing." 

Jill SD 5/20/18: "God brought me to AA, and AA brought me to 

God. I try to remember that I'm here to do God's work, and I 

have to be the best person I can." 

AA Unity Roadshow Zoom Speakers Meeting meets at 8pm Sat-

urdays.  Spoke on 4/25/20. 

Tim SD 4/22/06. "My biggest problem is in between my two 

ears. I finally did the 4th Step and I changed myself. I took a 

good look at Tim, and my roots started growing. Things get 

better. My sponsor always says you can't treat a sick mind with 

a sick mind. All the answers are in the Big Book 164. The Big 

Book is my prescription and you guys today." 

Lynn SD 4/20/17. "Being cooped up, I would normally drink. 

What is the key to this whole thing? Honesty. If you are working 

from home, and watching TV, you are stealing from your em-

ployer, and I have to be honest. It's not just not drinking. I'm 

trying to listen now and do steps." 

Jessie SD2/4/19: "In sobriety, it blew my mind away, that so 

many people helped me. In a good way now, I don't even recog-

nize myself. I had to be willing to sacrifice who I was for who I 

wanted to become." 

Unity meetings take place every Saturday at 8 pm. For the 

most up-to-date information, please visit https://

aapinellas.org/trial-314/. 

https://aapinellas.org/trial-314/
https://aapinellas.org/trial-314/
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Continued from front page  

Does your group have an upcoming event you’d like to share with your fellow Pinellas AA’s? Please submit your infor-

mation as soon as possible, preferably 8 weeks before the event to ensure it gets in Plain and Straight in a timely manner 

(before your  celebration rather than after) 

Remember your first year of meetings? 

made after reflecting upon the primary principle behind the prudent Reserve Fund that A.A. has maintained for decades: “To pro-

vide the financial resources necessary to continue the services of G.S.O. and the Grapevine in the event of emergency or disaster… 

” (The A.A. Service Manual, page S72). The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, especially in New York City and the downstate region, 

is a true public health emergency. State and City regulations have restricted the operations of non-essential businesses since March. 

Our office at 475 Riverside Drive has been shut down to the nonprofit tenants since Friday, March 27, when we moved to 95% tele-

work status for our employees, and there are no immediate indications of when this will change. 

Further, the unexpected financial situation brought on by the public health crisis has required several layoffs or temporary furloughs 

of workers in roles that can no longer be covered by salary continuation. While this has been an incredibly difficult decision, our goal 

and responsibility is to maintain a sustainable, responsive organization to serve A.A.’s needs and requirements. 

In addition to the objectives noted above, we are now focused on providing support for our General Service Conference, which will 

take place Saturday, May 16 to Tuesday, May 19. We will be utilizing a virtual platform to conduct Conference business, and our 

team has been demonstrating an “all hands on deck” approach to ensure that the event is successful for the Fellowship of Alcoholics 

Anonymous. While this is not something we envisioned even a few months ago, I am so proud of the resiliency and incredible work 

that has gone into planning. More discussion and reports on G.S.O. and AA Grapevine finances will be shared with you at the Confer-

ence. This information and all that will be reported at the Conference are intended to be shared with the Fellowship, to keep the 

groups informed on Seventh Tradition funding of needed services, so that a true group conscience can be achieved in this difficult 

time for all. 

Sincerely, in love and service, 

G. Gregory Tobin 

General Manager 

On a Lighter Note... 
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I am responsible…When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help, I want the hand of AA always to be there.                                 
And for that: I am responsible.  

ACCESSIBLITIES                       

3RD THURSDAY, 6PM                             

Central Office                                      

8430 Ulmerton Rd #220, Largo      

accessabilitiesdistrict1@gmail.com 

(727) 304-5015 

 

ARCHIVES                                  

3RD SATURDAY, 130PM                                      

Alano Club - Dolphin Village           

Gulf Blvd #112, SPB                  

http://district1archives.org/contact-us/  

 

CORRECTIONS                           

2ND MONDAY, 630PM               

Central Office                                        

8430 Ulmerton Rd #220, Largo      

pinellasaacorrections@gmail.com 

 

DISTRICT 1 BUSINESS MTG                                               

3RD TUESDAY 7PM                         

Faith Community Church 11501   

Walker Ave., Seminole    

   

 

GRAPEVINE                                  

3RD WEDNESDAY, 630PM                                      

Central Office                                        

8430 Ulmerton Rd #220                

AAGrapevine@aapinellas.org 

      

LITERATURE COMMITTEE 2nd 

SUNDAY, 2 PM                                

Central Office                                        

8430 Ulmerton Rd #220, Largo      

Literature@district1aapinellas.org 

 

PI/CPC                                      

LAST MONDAY                                

6PM                                         

Central Office                                       

8430 Ulmerton Rd #220                 

picpcchair@gmail.com 

 

WEBSITE                                      

3RD SATURDAY                                                

10AM                                            

Central Office                                        

8430 Ulmerton Rd #220              

Website@District1AAPinellas.org 

PCYPAA (Pinellas County Young 

People in Alcoholics Anonymous) 

2ND & 4TH SUNDAYS, 3PM 

Rebos  

5639 54th Ave N 

Kenneth City, FL 33709 

pinellasypaa@gmail.com 

MEETING SUSPENDED UNTIL       
FURTHER NOTICE 

 
TREATMENT                                
LAST SATURDAY 10AM 

NOW A ZOOM MEETING UNTIL     
FURTHER NOTICE:                         
Meeting ID: 895 5907 6169                    
Password: 067155                                   
Click here to dial in by phone                                      
DeGeorge Plaza                          

12678 Starkey Rd., Largo                

district1treatmentchair@gmail.com 

 

 

SERVICE COMMITTEE MEETINGS HAVE EITHER BEEN  

CANCELED OR ARE TAKING PLACE ONLINE.  
Please refer to emails underneath each committee heading for more accurate information. 

For more information on these  
committees, please go to  

District1aapinellas.org 

“There you will find release from care, boredom and 

worry. Your imagination will be fired. Life will mean 

something at last. The most satisfactory years of 

your existence lie ahead. Thus we find the fellow-

ship, and so will you.”  

Don’t be alone. Especially 

now. 

Pick up the phone and call 

somebody. Today.  

 

We’re all in this together. 

mailto:accessabilitiesdistrict1@gmail.com
http://district1archives.org/contact-us/
mailto:pinellasaacorrections@gmail.com
mailto:AAGrapevine@aapinellas.org
mailto:AAGrapevine@aapinellas.org
mailto:picpcchair@gmail.com
mailto:Website@District1AAPinellas.org
mailto:pinellasypaa@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89559076169?pwd=T3M2aUU2ODhvVjJJSkJJWkN4akNYQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/k52gYbKG2
mailto:district1treatmentchair@gmail.com
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

April Celebrants! 

3rd Tradition  
Steve M.  39 
Rebecca S.  35 
301 Clearwater Group 
Tim   44 
Sheila   31 
Kim   14 
Reid-    13 
Marlo     3 
Dina     1 
A New Start 
Janet K.    4 
Joyce T.    1 
After Work Bunch 
Pickles   30 
Patt M.   19 
John Sc     9 
Elaine F.    6 
Fran S.     5 
Will L.     1 
By the Book Group 
Jimmy N.  26 
Back Porch Lunch Bunch 
Linda D.  38 
Jeff Y.   32 
Chuck D.  21 
Ken T.     8 
GOYA 
Dawn S.  41 
Eddie R.  38 
Pickles P.  30 
Rosie W.  18 
David B.  15 
Karen H.  10 
Iris G.     6 
Annie M.    4 
Dexter P.    1 
High Noon Daily 
Ann K.        31 
Geri L.   10 

Mike Z.     7 
David W.    5 
Into Action 
Wendy S.  37 
Guy L.     7 
Alex S.     1 
KOALA 
Tim S.   32  

New Beginnings Women’s 

Marty S.  33 

Myra D.  24  

Suzanne B.  18 

Linda GK.    5 

Janet E.    4   

St. Pete Group                    

David D.  29 

Marshal R.  27  

Angela C.  18 

Dave F.   13 

Jennifer P.    6  

Marly L.     5 

Caitlyn E.    2  

John P.     2  

Evan S.     1 

Gerick T.                1 

Greg G.                            1 

Shore Acres Gratitude       

Hilary O.  25 

Brian R.    2 

David S.    1 

MARCH 

Lunch Bunch Dunedin 

Sheila K.   31 
David K.   21 
Charles W.   15 
Karen J.     9 
Janet K.     4 

New Beginnings Women’s  

Anne M.  10 

Mallory M.    1 
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My Quarantine Kit: Gratitude & Service 

Being forced to stay at home, I felt like I was sentenced to house arrest. The thing is, my negative thoughts come then they go. It's 

ok to feel sad, sometimes. I just don't want to set up a tent.  

Focusing on the things I can do is a direct result of how having an attitude if gratitude has changed my life. Living with an immune 

disorder puts me in the high risk category. Stress triggers headaches, fatigue, skin disorders, etc. My partner is high risk and I try to 

remind him that we need to take things one day at a time.  

Sometimes, my default mindset wants to go to things I can't do. My attitude of gratitude has programed my mind like a computer 

that has pop-ups. Today I am grateful for the things I can do. Here is an example: 

• Can't gym or swim? Ride a bike. 

• Can't leave the house? Make the house a home. 

• Can't go out to eat? Fill fridge with fruits & veggies. 

• Fear of illness? Find old juicer and use it. 

• Fear of cleaning juicer? it's your new 'baby.’ 

• Produce about to rot? Freeze them for smoothies. 

• Can't get to meetings? Download zoom app. 

God did for me what I could not do for myself. I was always rushing from one thing to the next. There was no time to learn 

Facetime, Facebook, etc.  

Normally, I would get frustrated with these apps, and give up. Now that I am not under pressure, it comes easily. I remember to 

pray.  

We intuitively know how to handle situations which used to baffle us. We upgrade our superficial relationships by having deep con-

versations. We live in the moment, we find lost relatives email addresses when our email auto corrects us. We are able to see these 

miracles because we have time to recognize them.  

We have compassion and love for all of Gods children because we realize that most everyone is silently struggling with something. 

Not only the sad people struggle; the strong people, the smiling people, the people that don't call you. These people need us to 

reach out to them. Cheering people up and laughing it up is good for the immune system. Attitude is contagious.  

Showing compassion and kindness; practicing acceptance and patience; using daily prayer, meditation, and controlled breathing 

exercises; learning and teaching apps like Zoom. 

Joining 12 step groups on Facebook has shown me that there are a lot more people that are worse off than me. It makes me feel 

good to respond with words of encouragement, and providing links.  

There has been more opportunities to go to conventions-online. All these things I mentioned are in my quarantine suitcase. They 

have kept me so busy, upgraded my spirituality, my usefulness fills me with a sense of purpose, and keeps me out of self pity and 

isolation. 

There is a lesson I learned...It wasn't until I had lost something, then I realized how much I appreciate it. 
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 1-2-1 Group       50.00  

 A New Start   150.00  

 A New Way Of Living      25.00  

 AA By The Sea Group  200.00  

 Beach Bunch Group  100.00  

 Central Group   100.00  

 Clearwater Group/301      30.00  

 Eastlake Group   345.00  

 Eileen Christopher          5.00  

 Feelings Group   114.31  

 Florence Barber       50.00  

 Forty Niners Group      20.00  

 Free Spirits       75.00  

 High Noon Daily       50.00  

 Highpoint Group  100.00  

 Holiday Isles Group  575.00  

 Home Group   100.00  

 Individual       90.00  

 Intergroup Meeting      62.50  

 Into Action   200.00  

 Jennifer Smith   100.00  

 KOALA Group   150.00  

 Ladies' Beach Serenity       35.00  

 Mon. Night Step Sisters  100.00  

 New Hope Group  140.00  

 Oldsmar Group   193.63  

 Sat. Morning Men's Step    22.00  

 Serenity Seekers Group      81.00  

 Sober Spirits   150.00  

 St Pete Group   100.00  

 Steering Committee Mtg.     2.50  

 Unity Meeting Intergroup   20.00  

 Wanda Hiatt       40.00  

 Women Stepping Up      60.00  

 Womens Daily Reflections 100.00  

  

 TOTAL               3,735.94  

   

https://aapinellas.org/7th-tradition-paypal/

