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Join us as we celebrate 70 years of AA in Pinellas Saturday, February 7th 

2015 at Banquet Masters, 13355 49th Street North in Clearwater. Please note 

that Banquet Masters has moved. The doors open at 5pm and dinner will be 

served at 6 followed by our speaker Bob D. from Las Vegas. Bob is a present-

er of various workshops all around the country and a fabulous speaker that you 

don’t want to miss! Tickets for this years Anniversary Dinner are available on-

line or through an Anniversary Dinner Committee member. Go to our website 

www.aapinellas.org and reserve your seats while they last! The cost is $30 

plus service charge. Full tables are still available.  

The Anniversary Dinner committee is 

looking for gift basket donations for this 

years  raffle. If you are able to donate, 

please drop off your gift basket at the 

Central Office by Friday, February 7th.  

The Anniversary Dinner committee is 

also looking to create a video montage 

of Pinellas County’s home groups fol-

lowing the format of the Pharrell Wil-

liams’ “Happy” music video. We invite 

all groups or individuals to submit a 20 

second or less video. Watch the music 

video for inspiration. Video tape your 

hands and feet only, film members from 

behind or wear masks in order to protect 

member anonymity. Submit photos 

in .jpeg or .png and video submissions in .mpg or .wmv format.  

Email submissions to anniversarydinner@aapinellas.org. For more infor-

mation regarding the Anniversary Dinner, donations or video submissions 

please call the Central Office at 727-530-0415. We hope to see you there! 

 

Opinions expressed in Plain and Straight are 

not those of Alcoholics Anonymous, nor does 

the publication of any article imply endorse-

ment or affiliation by the Pinellas County  

Intergroup or Alcoholics Anonymous.    * 

A.A., Alcoholics Anonymous and the A.A. 

symbol are registered trademarks of Alcohol-

ics Anonymous World Services, Inc. 

A.A., Alcoholics Anonymous and the A.A 

Symbol are registered Trademarks of Alco-

holics Anonymous World Services, Inc. 
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 January 8th,1938: New York A.A. split from the         

Oxford Group. 

 January 17th, 1919: 18th amendment, "Prohibition," 

became law.  

 January 24th, 1918: Bill W. and Lois Burnham were 

married 

 January 25th, 1915: Dr. Bob S. married Anne Ripley. 

 January 26th, 1971: New York Times published Bill's 

obituary on page 1. 

 

 

 

 

 January 1940: First AA meeting not in a home meets at Kings 

School, Akron, Ohio.  

   Get more AA history at: www.aa-district26.org/ 

This is the title of a page I found nestled in our website. It con-

tains the names of members who have passed and links to sto-

ries about them, about their contribution to the fellowship of 

AA and how they touched the lives of those close to them.  

I decided to write this article because AA lost a lot of amazing 

members 2014. Miss Adele, Bronx Paul, Captain Ed and 

Sandy Beach to name a few. I had the privilege to attend some 

of the memorials, most recently this past weekend I was at the 

memorial for Sandy in South Tampa. I heard a lot of great 

things said and I would love to hear what you have to say 

about someone you have lost, someone who has had a pro-

found effect on your sobriety. Send your submissions to: 

plainandstraight@aapinellas.com I look forward to reading all 

the submissions and publishing what I can in the next Plain & 

Straight.                                 -Christy M. 

Thank you for picking up this month’s Plain & Straight; my 

name is Christy I’m an alcoholic and your new P&S Editor. I 

hope that you will enjoy the changes I have made and that your 

will give me your feedback. I have a lot of ideas and would 

enjoy hearing from you. Let me know what you think and what 

you would like to see here...this is your newsletter! 

-In Fellowship, Christy M.  plainandstraight@aapinellas.org 

NEW: J ekyll & Hyde YPG The warehouse club, 2024 
Main street Dunedin @ 8pm Thursday’s. Open big book, 
discussion & literature. Around the back of the building, 
wheelchair accessible. 

CHANGED: A Work in Progress: Changed 
meeting from closed big book to open big book 

Together We Can: added Holy Trinity Church as the 
meeting place 

49ers: Tuesday noon meeting is now a 12 x 12 meet-
ing 

Our Common Solution: Thursday meeting is now at 
6:30pm 

CANCELLED: Eleventh steppers & 49ers: 
Thursday, 5:30pm, OD 
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Hodgepodge of Speakers 12/06 We opened this month’s 

Unity meeting with a little confusion. The group we had sched-

uled thought they were hosting on the 27th so we put some fine 

speakers together in a pinch and the night was a success! Ann 

chaired, Doug read the preamble, Jim read how it works and 

Ann passed out the chips. 1st Speaker Fred: “I learned to drink 

in the navy, as fast and as much as I could and I drank like that 

until I got sober. Luckily, life isn’t fair; I got mercy rather than 

justice.  When I first got here I was gung ho and 15 years later 

I decided to have a drink…once you make the decision to get 

sober, think about it, think about it daily and do it! I haven’t 

had a drink today and that is God doing for me what I could 

not do for myself.” 2nd Speaker Jimmy: “I didn’t come into 

A.A because I was an alcoholic; I came because I was in trou-

ble. I was the actor they wrote about in step three. So, I began 

chairing meetings and greeting; service is a big part of my re-

covery. This program took away the fear. Good things happen 

in sobriety, take suggestions and things work out… that’s what 

made my recovery what it is today.” 

Primary Purpose Group 12/13 meets Fr idays at Our  Lady 

of Lourdes 700 San Salvador in Dunedin at 8pm and is an open 

discussion meeting. Frank chaired, Lou read the preamble, 

Kevin read how it works and John passed out the chips. 1st 

Speaker Matt: “When I got out of treatment I decided to give 

this A-n-A thing a try, I wanted to know my truth. A.A. doesn’t 

work when I don’t work A.A.. Truth is, I’m an alcoholic and 

without a program I’ll take a drink no matter how long I have 

been sober.” 2nd Speaker John: ”I was either sitting at a bar or 

I was behind bars. My life was total insanity and I didn’t see it 

that way. I didn’t know I was an alcoholic. Absence of insanity 

in my life is what I love most about this program; it’s the great-

est gift A.A. has given me.  

Back to the Book Group 12/20 meets Tuesdays at Nor th 

Bay Community Church 3170 N. McMullen Booth Road 

Clearwater  (west side of McMullen, south of Mease) at 7pm 

and is a closed Big Book meeting. Dave chaired, Doug read the 

preamble, Dave read how it works and Chris passed out the  

chips. 1st Speaker Diane: “I was told I needed to make A.A. 

the most important thing in my life, that if I follow the path 

that is going to be laid out for me, I never, ever have to drink 

again and I heard that! 2nd Speaker Glen: “. Once I started ask-

ing for help things started to change. I was told if you don’t get 

your nose into this big book you’re going to drink again and I 

did not want to find out if that was true.” 3rd Speaker Al: “I 

knew something was wrong but I didn’t have a solution, I had a 

problem. I could hear the gates of insanity, I knew I was going 

to die and at some point I accepted it. . I found a solution here. 

Through God and the big book I have changed my thinking, 

changed my life.” 4th Speaker Suzanne: “My sponsor said the 

only thing you have to have is a desire to stop drinking and I 

had that. So I picked up a white chip, did 90 meetings in 90 

days and it all started sinking in.” 

High Noon Daily Group 12/27 meets at Rebos 6766 54th 

Avenue N., St. Petersburg. They meet at noon daily except 

Sundays in the front room. They offer closed discussion, step 

and Big Book meetings with an open discussion on Saturday. 

Ann chaired, Ray read the Preamble, Heather read how it 

works and Jenny gave out the chips. 1st Speaker Julie: 

“Nothing ever gets better with a drink and I remember that 

today. This program has giving me coping skills and great 

friends I can call on anytime and they can always call on me.”  

2nd Speaker Mike: ” You never have to be alone again is the 

Gods honest truth! A blessing to come in and feel welcome, the 

hand of A.A. is in the rooms. In A.A. either you’re in or you’re 

out. Gotta let go absolutely, surrender. I’m happy joyous and 

free, I don’t see going back to the life I survived.” 

Next Month’s Hosts: 
 

  1/3 Palm Harbor Group 

  1/10 Step Up to the Plate 

  1/17 Oldsmar Group 

  1/24 and 1/30 are open, visit our website to sign up! 
 

*This article is produced from notes of the meeting and 

adapted grammatically for publication. 



4 

This month’s Steering Committee meeting consisted 

of almost all new Officers and Committee Chairs. 

Our first meeting was a success as we got to know 

each other, shared some laughs and went about 

business as usual. I want to say thank you to the Of-

ficers and Committee Chairs before us. You have 

paved the way and I am grateful. Below is the list of 

your 2014 Steering Committee Chairs and Officers. 

 Chairman - Kelly D. 

Treasurer - Dan D. 

Unity - Ian T. 

Plain & Straight - Christy M. 

When & Where - Megan P. 

Website - John D. 

Gratitude Dinner - Alex J. 

Vice Chair - Gerry L. 

Secretary - Terri D. 

Anniversary Dinner - Angela L. 

Maintenance - Claude  

District 1 Liaison - PS 

12 Step Coordinator - Pat R. 

Helpline - Barbara V. 

Steering Committee  

2nd Tuesday 6:30pm 

Central Office 

8340 Ulmerton Rd.  

Suite 220, Largo 

 

Intergroup 

3rd Monday 7pm 

Holy Cross Church 

7815 54th Ave N. 

St. Petersburg 

If your group doesn’t have an Intergroup rep-

resentative, your voice isn’t being heard. 
Ge
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 Archives 3rd Saturday 

1:30pm Alano Club - Dolphin 

Village 4615 Gulf Blvd. #112 

St. Pete Beach 

 Corrections 2nd Monday 

6:30pm Central Office 8340 

Ulmerton Road Suite 220   Lar-

go 

 Grapevine 3rd Saturday 11am 

Central Office 8340 Ulmerton 

Road Suite 220 Largo 

 Public Information PICPC 

Last Monday 6pm   Central Of-

fice 8340 Ulmerton Road Suite 

220 Largo 

 Website Last Saturday 

1:30pm Alano Club - Dolphin 

Village 4615 Gulf Blvd. #112 

St. Pete Beach 

Ge
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rg  District One Monthly Meetings 

For more information, visit the District 1 website 
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Our group history started 
with the Northwood group. 
They met at the Sylvan Ab-

bey United Methodist Church on Sunset Point Rd.  They 
met Monday through Friday from noon to 1pm, and on 
Saturday mornings from 10:30 to 11:30 am.  There was 
also a Sunday night step meeting from 6:30 to 7:30 pm.  

Another sub meeting was formed in mid-1995 that met 
Monday through Saturday from 5:30 to 6:30 pm.  It was 
unofficially known as the Northwood Annex group.  Since 
the weekday Northwood group meetings were at noon, 
this was the impetus to the forming of the Annex group; 
so people that had daytime jobs and commitments could 
attend a daily meeting after work. The Northwood Annex 
group met at the First Methodist Church in Safety Harbor. 
The Annex group was supported by the Northwood group 
with people, supplies, books & literature, coffee, etc.  This 
support by the original Northwood group was vital to 
helping the Annex group survive and grow. 

In mid-1997 the Annex group in Safety Harbor officially 
became the After Work Bunch, group # 0006283-43 as-
signed by the GSO in NYC. 

Here are some names of original members of the Annex/ 
After Work Bunch: 

Tom S,  Johnny K,  Carey H,  Pam T,  Bonnie,  AJ,  Kay 
L,  Artist Mari,  Big Book Randy,  Chuck,  Mack,  Mark,  
Ozzie M,  Susan,  Maureen,  Howie,  Joe G,  Dave D,  
Norm P,  Menasha,  Paul V,  Debbie,  Halftime Harry K,  
Beth H, Big Scott H,  Brianne G.  

In 2002 the First Methodist Church was undergoing some 
changes, which caused the After Work Bunch to look for a 
new meeting home.  They relocated to the Macedonia  
Missionary Baptist Church on Butler St in Safety Harbor.  
Being a seven days a week meeting, over many years the 
group’s popularity and needs outgrew the facility at the 
Macedonia church.  In May of 2011, the After Work 
Bunch moved to the First Presbyterian Church, 225 5th 
avenue South in Safety Harbor.  This is our current loca-
tion. We meet in the fellowship hall, which is the back or 
southernmost building of the church facility. 

After Work Bunch has Intergroup and General Service 
Representatives.  We support AA Pinellas activities carry-
ing meetings to Goodwill, Salvation Army, Safe Harbor 
shelter, and the corrections facilities.  The After Work 
Bunch hosts a large annual picnic event in May at 
Philippe Park in Safety Harbor.  We also have a holiday 
pot luck dinner party in December.  Our meeting topics 
are different each night including:  As Bill Sees It, discus-
sion, Twelve and Twelve step & tradition, beginners, a 
speaker meeting, and Big Book meetings.  Our fellowship 
is a good mix of people, from many years sobriety to be-
ginners. After Work Bunch holds meetings every day of 
the year including all holidays.  We have open meetings 
Monday through Saturday from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. We have 
a closed meeting on Sundays from 6:30 to 7:30 pm. 

You are always welcome to join us. 

Plain & Straight is looking for Group 

history information. Tell us about how 

your group got started or how you got 

started in your group. 

Send articles to: 

plainandstraight@aapinellas.org 

Visit the District 1 Archives committee 

website:  www.aadistrict1archives.org 

We are also accepting photo submis-

sions. Take a picture of your meeting 

space before people arrive and we will 

post it with your group history article. 

Have fun! 
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Spirit Group 

Bob Z.               39 

Chris H.            13 

Claudette          36 

Jackie F.           32 

Justin Z.              1 

Rich V              34 

Susan H.             2 

Vicki D.            29 
 

Oldsmar Group 

Cate                  18 

Laurie H.            3 

Lester                  4 

Pat P.                38 

Joanne                3 

 

St. Pete Group 

Onnie W.                       5 

Harold W.                            6 
 

2250 Group 

Mike R                1 

Thadine F.        25 

Jonathan M         1 

Jeff S                   2 

Randi C               3 

Dawn G               3 

John E                 8 

Cori H               13 

Stephanie H      15 

Tisa                  18 

Tom D              18 

 

Seminole Group 

Alicia G              1 

Marty O.             1 

Nora B.               2 
 

Into Action 

Jeff                      1 

Norie                   3 

Pete                     8 

Mike T.             17 
 

Living Sober 

Tim                     5 

Candice C           2 

Jay S                 10 

 

 

 

 

 

Oldsmar Group 

Rhia                   2 

Teresa C            4 

Jennifer              1 
 

After Work Bunch 

Bill H               13 

Clem C             13 

Herb S               9 

Lee M                4 

Eva S                 8 

Jodi O                3 

Van L                7 

49 ERS 

Gina R             15 

Denny S           35 

Hank               44 

Sandie                1 
 

Attitude Adjustment 

Les                   28 

Jim                   14 

Lynn                  8 

Beth                  2 

Al                     27 

Steve K            30 

 Holiday Isles 

Anthony             1 

Nicole                9 

John                 17 

Gilda                32 
 

GOYA 

Melanie B          2 

Phyllis C           6 

Betty S               7 

Dwayne K         9 

Tony W           27 

Mark L            28 

Submissions must be received the first Friday of each month to make it into the next publication 

The Birthday Plan  provides a way for members to celebrate their anniversaries & 

help alcoholics in Pinellas County at the same time! By contributing $1 (or more) for 

each year of your sobriety to PCI, you will be helping Central Office keep the lights 

on and the doors open. This can also help the still suffering alcoholic find meetings, 

get literature, someone to talk to, etc…When your anniversary comes around, simply 

pick up one of the Birthday Plan  envelopes, fill it out enclose a check and mail it. 

Also, you can give an envelope to a member receiving a medallion. The envelopes 

are available at Central Office, or through an Intergroup rep.  

Third Tradition 

Rebecca S.         29 

Steve M.            34 

Our Common Problem 

Melanie H.          4 

High Point 

Billy Joe M.       32 

Frank T.            28 

Fran C.               24 

Kitchen Table 

Bernadette H.    20 

Jessie G.              3 

Charley              22 

R’Girls Group  

Michelle R.      13 

Cynthia P.        11 



A Power Greater Than Ourselves………...…93.70 

A Work In Progress………………………..…50.00 

Abe's Place…………………………………...207.00 

After Work Bunch……………………….…..118.00 

Clearwater Group/301…………………...…...30.00 

Countryside Men's Group………………..…100.00 

Free Spirits………………………………..…...55.00 

GOYA Group………………………….……..200.00 

High Noon Daily…………………………...…102.32 

Hopeful Group……………………….….…...102.50 

In Touch…………………………………...…...20.00 

Indian Rocks Beach…………………..…..….250.00 

Intergroup Meeting……………………...……67.92 

Keep It Simple……………….…………...….147.00 

To see contributions for past months or year to date, check out the Intergroup minutes located on our 

website www.aapinellas.org, listed under “what’s happening” 

Into Action……………………………….......100.00 

Lunch Bunch…………………………….......398.07 

Monday Night Speakers………………….…240.00 

New Beginnings Women's Meeting…...…….395.00 

New Hope Group……………………..….......359.00 

Primary Purpose………………………….…..28.74 

Saturday Nite Bonfire…………………...…..…5.00 

Serenity Club……………………….……......100.00 

Serenity Seekers Group…………….……….199.00 

Steering Committee Meeting……………....…10.00 

Sunrise Sunset Group………………….....…518.00 

Sunset Beach Group…………………..…....235.00 

Sunshine City………………………..…...…..100.00 

Unity Meeting………………...………..…….303.68 

TOTAL……………………………………. 4,534.93 

Where Money and Spirituality Mix 
Members celebrate sobriety by giving time, energy and mon-

ey in support of our Twelfth Step—carrying the message—

the basic service that the A.A. Fellowship offers. Members 

assure that group expenses are paid by putting money into the 

basket passed at each meeting. It is each member’s responsi-

bility to support the services that have been requested by the 

A.A. Fellowship, to help facilitate A.A.’s vital Twelfth Step. 

Contributions are made in a spirit of sacrifice, and they honor 

A.A.’s code of “love and service.” Contributions also under-

score the spiritual nature of our Fellowship and our mutual 

love and trust. We have found that these contributions are as 

important  to each member as they are to the service centers 

Reprinted from “MG-15, AA Guidelines: Finance page 1 with permission of A.A World Services, Inc. 


