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Bill Wilson, a stockbroker from New York, had success battling his alcoholism with the help of the 
Oxford Group, a national organization founded by Lutheran minister Dr. Frank Buchman that pro-
moted waiting for divine guidance in every aspect of life. He attempted to help other alcoholics, 
but none of them were able to become sober. 
In June 1935, during a business trip in Akron, Ohio, Wilson felt the temptation to drink. Using a 
church directory, he was able to reach a local Oxford Group member, Henrietta Buckler Seiber-
ling, who put Wilson in contact with Dr. Bob Smith, an alcoholic who had recently joined the Ox-
ford Group.  
Wilson explained how he was able to become sober, which had a profound impression on Smith. 
They developed an approach to remaining sober through the personal support of other alcohol-
ics. Seiberling insisted on emphasizing religion, even if it made certain alcoholics less likely to join. 
“Well, we’re not out to please the alcoholics,” she reasoned. “They have been pleasing them-
selves all these years. We are out to please God. … God is your only source of Power.” 
On June 10, outside an Akron hospital, Smith drank a beer to steady his hands for surgery; it 
would be the last drink he ever had. 
Both men began devoting their free time to reforming other alcoholics at Akron’s City Hospital, 
and were able to help one man achieve sobriety. “Though the name Alcoholics Anonymous had 
not yet been coined, these three men actually made up the nucleus of the first A.A. group,” ac-
cording to the Alcoholics Anonymous Web site. 
In 1935, a second group of alcoholics formed in New York followed by a third group in Cleveland 
in 1939. Through the group, Wilson “emphasized that alcoholism was a malady of mind, emo-
tions and body,” according to A.A. 
In 1939, the group published its textbook, “Alcoholics Anonymous.” Written by Wilson, the book 
explained the group’s philosophy, including the now well-known 12 steps of recovery.  
Alcoholics Anonymous continued to grow, spreading across the United States and Canada. Ac-
cording to the A.A. Web site, by 1950, there were 100,000 recovered alcoholics worldwide. Also 
in 1950, A.A. held its first international convention in Cleveland.  http://www.findingdulcinea.com 

http://www3.uakron.edu/schlcomm/womenshistory/seiberling_h.htm
http://www3.uakron.edu/schlcomm/womenshistory/seiberling_h.htm
http://www.aa.org/lang/en/subpage.cfm?page=288
http://www.aa.org/bigbookonline/
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NEVER TOO LATE - WCA 

The Warehouse Club of Dunedin 

2024 Main Street 

Dunedin, FL 34698 

Sun-Fri Changed 9:45pm. 

Group Number: 00012-74-68 

FRIENDS OF BILL W. - WCA 

Palm Lake Christian Church 

5401 22nd Ave N 

St. Petersburg, FL 33710 

Meets In The Lounge 5/5/17 

Group Number: 00014-22-27 

COUPLES GROWING TOGETHER- New Hope 

Church of Christ 

11025 131st St N 

Largo, FL 33774 

****Meets seasonal Oct thru March**** 

Off season will be April thru Sept.. OD Sat 7:30pm 

NEW FREEDOM / NEW HAPPINESS 

Scout Hall (except Sat/Sun) 

5315 28th Avenue South 

Gulfport, FL 33707-5535 

Sat/Sun: Pavilion 6 

This is a good place to briefly, but 

effectively, describe your product or 

services.  
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 Archives 3rd Saturday 130pm 

 Alano Club - Dolphin Village 

 4615 Gulf Blvd. #112                    
 St. Pete Beach 

 Corrections 2nd Monday 630pm 

 Central Office                   
 8340 Ulmerton Rd  #220 Largo 

 Grapevine 3rd Saturday 11am 

 Central Office                               
 8340 Ulmerton Rd 

 #220 Largo 

 Intergroup 3rd Monday 7pm 

 Holy Cross Church 

 7851 54th Avenue N., St. Pete 

 Literature Committee 

 1st Wednesday 630pm 

 Panera Bread | Bardmoor Village 

 10801 Starkey Rd   

 Largo 

 PI/CPC Last Monday 6pm 

 Central Office                           
 8340 Ulmerton Rd  #220 Largo 

 Special Needs Last Thursday 6pm 

 REBO’s 4001 74th Street N.                                      
 St. Petersburg, 33709       

 Treatment Last Saturday 10am 

**NEEDS VOLUNTEERS TO TAKE   
MEETINGS TO VARIOUS FACILITIES! ** 

 The 1250  Room 

 1250 Seminole Blvd. Unit #3     
 Largo  

 Website 3rd Saturday 10am 

 Central Office 

 8340 Ulmerton Rd. #220 

 Largo 

 

Corrections would like to Thank: 

Oldsmar Group, Abe’s Place, Seminole Group &  

Literature Committee 

For donating Literature in May. 

You can donate new or gently used literature at the  

Intergroup Meeting each month 

 

 

 

Area Assembly 

July 21st-23rd, 2017, Area 15 Assembly – Sarasota Hyatt Regency  

Correction’s Needs Volunteers for area meetings. 

Gratitude Dinner Committee Meeting 

June 25th | Central Office | 4:30 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The 12 Step Pinellas County 

Helpline Needs more Volunteers: 
Scan the QR code to go right to the sign up page! 

Service Opportunities Pinellas County  
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(PCI publishes material and articles in this newsletter that are created by 3rd parties. PCI does not endorse or assume responsibility for any 3rd party material or articles.)  

Groups, Meetings and this Month in AA 

History Corner  - Archives 

Group: Spirit Group 

Sometimes group history of AA fellowship begins with as little as 2 

people. And it is common for the group to start at a Church. The 

Spirit Group is one of those groups. Started in 1987 by Charlie L., he 

asked many drunks who wanted to recover to join him in talks like 

Bill W. And Dr. Bob had in the 30’s. The small gathering first started 

under trees at the Spiritualist Church in Largo. The group expanded 

and started to have a nice, but small, collection of members. Unfor-

tunately, the Church changed hands in 1991 and asked them to 

leave. Reverend Hendron opened his doors to the happy group at 

the United Methodist Church after Big Mike K.  talked to him and 

presented the situation. The room, funding and help with coffee was 

all provided by this caring Reverend. The group members managed 

to collect $100 to give to Ron B. to paint and carpet the floor of their 

small room. In 1992, there were enjoying their unique and special 

space when Mary W. approached the church. Since they were so 

comfortable in this new location, she asked if they could start a 

women’s meeting. Then more meetings times and themes where 

started including a Traditions meeting. For many years the members 

enjoyed this Church and the unity they had created. In time, they 

needed to move again. The group moved to 401 First Ave before 

settling in at 403 First Ave SW at the Liberty Worship Center. In 2014 

they had a wonderful celebration party for their long term survival. 

They hosted Unity the first Saturday in April and were proud to 

boast their long time group, even with location and people changes, 

was still thriving and helping newcomers learn the AA way of life. 

Today there are many meetings offered at Liberty Worship Center 

and a robust group called “Spirit Group”. This great group continues 

many to help with continued recovery.  

A statement about District 1 Archives Committee: Archives service is more than a 

custodial activity. It is a means by which we collect, preserve and share the rich and 

meaningful heritage of our fellowship. With love and service from Leslie B., the ar-

chives liaison to the Plain and Straight.  

The Steps, Traditions & Concepts— June 

Step 
Were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of char-
acter.  
Tradition 
An A.A. group ought never endorse, finance or lend the A.A. name 
to any related facility or outside enterprise, lest problems of mon-
ey, property and prestige divert us from our primary purpose.  
Concept 

The Conference recognizes that the chief initiative and active re-
sponsibility in most world service matters should be exercised by 
the trustee members of the Conference acting as the General Ser-
vice Board.  

 
What Is Step 6? (Suggestions from a local member) 

"Were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of char-
acter. 

What Is the Purpose of This Step? 

 Become fully prepared to rid yourself of the flaws you listed in 
Step 4. 

 This step reveals character and your true willingness to recov-
er. 

How Do You Complete This Step? 

 Be willing to work with your higher power to remove your de-
fects. 

 Acknowledge that ridding yourself of your desire to drink and 
your other defects is a lifelong job. 

 Stop pursuing whatever your idea of perfection is. You will 
never be happy if you aim for such an ideal. 

What Are Some Tips for Completing Step 6? 

 Don't beat yourself up if you can't conquer all your defects 
immediately or even over a longer period of time. 

 You're a work in progress. Be happy about your success so far 
and celebrate each little victory. 

How Garbage sobered up Alex  

A very quiet and reserved “newcomer” walked into our Fri. nite meeting early one night while I was making the coffee.  Since 

the large garbage receptacle was over-flowing,  I asked if he’d help me roll the container across the street of the Log Cabin in 

Seminole behind the church where the dumpster was.  As we walked, he told me how he’d been homeless in Seminole, sleeping 

in whatever doorway he could find.  When one morning, he woke up and saw the face of God and knew he had to do something 

about his drinking and go to AA.  When we walked past the Church’s Parish Hall that had various religious pictures hanging out-

side the doorways, he spotted a picture of Jesus.  His eyes lit up and he knew this was where he’d been sleeping that morning 

he woke up, saw God and started his new life.  Every meeting after that, whether the garbage was full or not, he insisted on 

emptying the trash.  After a few years of sobriety, finding a good job and a girlfriend, he relocated from the area.  Although Alex 

has moved on, I grab a newcomer to help with the trash and tell Alex’s story whenever I get a chance.   
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Travel               AA Things to Do         Get Out and Get Active 

Don’t see your event or special date? Please submit event info to P &S Editor at Plainandstraight@aapinellas.org 

June 

District 1 Founders Day “BBQ Country Hoe Down” 

June 24th 11am—3pm | St. Paul United Methodist Church Largo | Tickets Available Central Office $10n 

 

July 

2017 Florida State Convention 

July 27—30 | Hyatt Regency | Jacksonville 

 

September 

11th Step Retreat  

September 22—24 | Ellenton | 11thstepretreat.org 

 

Group Announcements 

St Pete Group - New Location as of 4/30/2017  

is at Trinity Church (basement) 401 5th St N St Petersburg, Fl 33701  

Central Group— Meeting Needs Support 

The Thursday Night 8pm CD Big Book Meeting Needs our support | 6161 22nd Ave N  

 

Any event which is run by A.A’s, about A.A., and for A.A’s is an event.  Some are under the auspices of regions, areas, or districts; others of central offices or Intergroups or 

even groups; and still others of a committee of A.A. members. Al-anons are included in some events. Many of the events are service-connected, others are purely for A.A. 

sharing and fun. (News and notes from the general service office of A.A, aa.org website G.S.O’s Frequently Asked Questions 
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5/6/17StPete Group 7days/wk@401 5th Street, St Petersburg 
Chris-"SD8/12/13. My perception & what it was is totally different & I've learned to hold my mouth shut if I'm in a bad mood & I have something 
I've never had before, a life w/ lotsa people I can talk to." 
Lisa-"SD5/1/02. I'm plugged into a network of people who taught me how to go through anything I've gone through & my goal in life is to do 
sober & if I stay in here, keep looking for similarities & not differences & stay plugged in...the magic of an electrical outlet...what an adventure!" 
 
5/13/17Attitude Adjustment@ 7am@1812HighlandAve,Clearwater 
Phillip-"Cuz we like to adjust our attitudes..." 
Suzanne-"SD12/22/14. One Christmas morning, this meeting was there, & Phillip was there, & there was a grapefruit & a candy cane, this group 
means a lot to me & I'm changing the way I think about my role in this world." 
Jo-"SD4/23/01. Today I have acceptance that I can't control everything & I am eternally grateful that I have a job to bitch about & new friends & 
family & sobriety has helped me to keep my hubby of 32 years & job, house & car & don't quit before the miracle happens!" 
 
5/20/17 2250Group@3125 5th Ave N, St Petersburg7days/wk@7am,12noon8pm&more! 
Brandy-"SD8/7/07. God will take care of me no matter what happens." 
Diana-"SD5/23/90. In 1994 I wanted to have what my sponsor had & started going to English speaking meetings & lost my fear of learning the 
English language & I started having a relationship with God & it's One Day At A Time & get closer with God." 
 
5/27/17 A Design For Living Group Largo 
Christina-"SD8/14/16. All my life I've played victim, I was a victim of my emotions & I learned a lot about myself & today I need to maintain my 
spiritual condition & not being OK is OK, & not being OK w/ my feelings is OK & today, I'm not really OK, but w/ acceptance, not being OK is OK." 
Danielle-"SD1/26/14. I had drank everybody away & step 1 for me, I have to concede to my innermost self, just like if you are allergic to shellfish, 
you're not going to Red Lobster." 
Bree-"SD4/20/17. Fortunately, I have a great sponsor & I'm learning about how I had no idea what havoc it would have caused & I'm very grate-
ful I found the program." 
Brian-"SD1/23/17. I got washed up on the doors of AA, even my junkie friends didn't want to do with me & once I found a reason that was bigger 
than my excuses, I found recovery & there's a difference between courtesy & gratitude." 
Jim-"SD11/13/16. You have to go to a meeting everyday & I realized how much I need the program & respect how much the info from these 
older people is sinking in." 
Michael-SD5/16/16. I came into a sponsorship lineage & what a blessing it is that I get to be a part of this thing that we eat together, read to-
gether, pray together & the key word is together." 
 
-Your Grateful Plain & Straight Reporters, Karen H. & Ann O. 

                                                                               Who is coming up? 

 6/24/17 Find Yourself 

07/01/17 Our common problem 

07/08/17 Sisters on a Journey 

07/15/17 ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENT 

07/22/17 1-2-1 

07/29/17 Spirit Group 

08/05/17 ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENT 

08/12/17 High Noon Daily 

08/19/17 TGIS 

08/26/17 Design For Living 
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NOVEMBER 2016 

Birthday Contributions: 

Please only send anniversaries for the month.  Please don’t send next month’s anniversaries.  Also please send only one email with all your  

celebrants. Submission deadline 3rd of Each month.  GO TO AAPINELLAS.ORG  



8 

Stay “In the Know” of  current meeting changes,  events “In the 

Know” of  current meeting changes,  events and other AA  related 

topics by getting them delivered right to your inbox!   

Visit:  www.aapinellas.org and click the link on the main page 

Intergroup Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The May anniversaries that did not appear in the last issue: 

 

Together We Can  

Lisa  05/08/16 

Ellen S. 05/21/91 

Rick  05/20/14 

The New Website is live!!   

Check it out at 

  TOTAL 

 2250 Group 1.60  

 3rd Tradition Group 60.00  

 A Design For Living 20.00  

 A Work In Progress Group 50.00  

 After Work Bunch 135.00  

 Ain't Misbehavin' Group 50.00  

 At The End Of The Rainbow 83.50  

 Back Porch Lunch Bunch 344.00  

 Back To The Book Group 391.00  

 Clearwater Group/301 30.00  

 Free Spirits 55.00  

 Free Thinkers 50.00  

 Intergroup Meeting 59.00  

 Ladies' Beach Serenity Break Group 35.00  

 New Beginnings Womens Meeting Group 276.00  

 Palm Harbor Group 128.07  

 Primary Purpose 17.88  

 San Martin Group 250.00  

 Spirit Group 69.00  

 St Pete Group 10.00  

 St. Pete Beach Primary Purpose Group 48.00  

 Steering Committee Meeting 22.00  

 Sunrise Sunset Group 459.50  

 Today In Sobriety Group 400.00  

 Together We Can 200.00  

TOTAL 3,244.55  


